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the people of this State will tolerate this
Chamber. Members are playing with a.- fire.
If: they are going to keep this Chamber to
buttress and retard legislation which is de-
gited by.the whole of the people, I wonder how
long' the people will tolerate it and how. long
itr will ba' before they rise up in force and
abolish -this House.

‘Hon. Sir E. H: Wittenpom: You have not
told us of the partmular legislation which has
been blocked.

Hon, T, MOORE: I bhave told the hon.
member one pliase of it—when you interfered
with money Bills and when the Government

i office, by the mandate of the people agked.

this. House to pass certain legistation and this
House refused to pass it. It ig time the sys-
tem was altered.

The PRESIDENT: It is usual for hon.
members to address the Chair.

Hon., T. MOORE: I apologise, It is rather
refinarkable to find how little interest is taken
in’ this Chamber by the members of the House.
Nothing further need be said beyond calling
attention to the fact that there are so few
members present. How many of those who are
present can say they are here honestly believ-
ing that they are going to do any good?

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is get-
ting pessimiitic now:

Hon. T, MOORE: Not at all. We shall
never do much good while we permit this
atate of affairs to exist. After all it i3 men
who matter, not other things. I hope mem-
bers will take that view. We are here on this
planet for a certain time and T suppose we
all. do the begt- we ean. If, unfortunately,
some of ug are not able to get aufficient money
to. buy a home which would éntitle us to-a vote
for this Chamber, surely we should hot be de-
prived of that privilege.

Hon. T., Duffell: If you rent a house for
7s. 6d. a week, you get a vote for this Cham-
ber.

Hon. T, MOORE: Surely those people who
are good enough to go out hack and do all the
hird pioneering work are good enough to ex-
ercise the franchise for this CGouncil, Mem-
bers should remember -how much has been
said in the past few years regarding demo-
cracy. What was it that mattered in the lash
few years? Was it bricks and mortar that
saved the people during the recent war or the
men we sent away? When members again re-
cord their votes on this question, I ask them to
give to men the right to vote for the country
they were. good enongh to fight for and not
only to them but to the fathers and mothers
who bore them.

~“On motion by Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.54 p.m.
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Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at 4,30 p.m,,
and,read prayers.

VISIT OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, THE
FRINCE OF WALES.

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the
resolution adopted by the House last Thurs-
day, I attended His Excellency the Gover-
nor and presented the Address to His Majesty
the King, adopted by this Assembly, His Ex-
cellency was pleasad to make-the following Te-
ply:—

- The Governor has the honour to acknow-

ledge the receipt of an Address passed by

the Hon, the Speaker and members of the

Legislative Assembly of Western Australia

on the 5th August, 1920, and to intimate

that it will afford him pleasure to transmit
this Address by felegram to the Right Hon.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies for

presentation to His Majesty the King.

Governmeut House, Perth

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS,

The PREMIER (Hon. J,” Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.43]: With your permission, S8ir
T should like to make a suggestion fo hon.
me.mh'ers in regard to the asking of ques--
tions., I suggest that it wounld be of great
convenience to Ministers and heads of depart-
ments generally if hon. merbers, in giving
notice of questions during the week, would ask
for replies on the following Tuesday. No
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doubt there will be a number of questions that
will be answered immediately, that is, on the
following day. I merely make the suggestion
to hon. members on the ground that it ig diffi-
eult to get replies to the large number of ques-
tions that may be asked in the short time that
elapses between two sittings of the House,

_Hon. P. Collier. " Why should not the ques-
tions be answered on the second day¥ Ques-
tions agked on Tuesday could be answered on
Thursday? = '

The PREMIER : If hon. members would
ask for.replies to questions on the following
Tueeday, it would be far more convenient. I
realise that those hon. members who wish for
an answer to their questions on the following
day must have such questions answered at that
tme,

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT.
. Quota for Export.

Mr. MALFEY asked the Premier: 1, What
wae the original quintity of wheat apportioned
to this State for.export in connection with
the last contracts made with the Imperial
Government by the Prime Minister on behalf
of . the Central Wheat Board? 2, Owing to
the subsequent drought conditions in the East-
ern States, was any revision of this State’s
quota agreed upon 3, If so, what wag the
gua,ntity and how much has been shipped to

atef -

The PREMIER replied:
locatiorn was ever made.
swered by No. 1,

1, No ‘specific al-
{2 and 3), An-

Bulk Handling at Geraldion.

Mr, MALEY asked the Premier: 1, Has
an application been made to the Government
by the West Australian Grain Growers’ Co-
operative Elevators, Ltd., for a site in connee-
tion with the bulk handling of wheat at the
port of Geraldton? 2, If so, is it intended to
grant the application? 3, Is it considered
practicable, in conneetion with the, scheme of
harbour improvements decided upon and com-
menced some years ago at Geraldton, for a
terminal elevater for bulk handling to be
ineluded therein.

The PREMIER replied:

1, No.
3), Answered by No. 1.

(2 and

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HOSBPITAL,
FEES FOR CERTIFICATES.

Mr, ROCKE asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, Is the Fremantle Public Hospital a Gov-
ernment institution? 2, Is Dr. Stubbs an
officer in the service of the Government? 3,
Is it a fact that Dr. Stubbs makes a charge
for a medical certificate to indigent persons
to enable themn to obtain relief from the Gov-
ernment? 4, If so, into what fund is money
received from that source paid? 5, Will he
make arrangements whereby needy persons
nay obtain the necessary certificates without
being penalised?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Fremantle Public Hospital is not a Govern-
ment institution, but is independently man-
aged by & board under the Hospitals Act,
1894. 2, Dr. Stubbs is not in the service of
the Government, but is an officer of the hos-
pital board. 3, I have commnnicated with
Dr. Stebbs, who states that no charge is ever
made in the circumstances indicated in the
question, Where if is necessary for men to
obtain a certificate before going back to their
employment, a charge of 2s. 6d. is made, if
they are able to pay it, and this goes into
tho hospital funda. 4, Answered by No. 3.
5, Peraons applying for relief on account of
physical infibmities or disability are not
charged at present. "

QUESTION—OLD AGE PENSIONERS,
RATIONS.

Mr. ROCKE asked ‘the Colonial Secretary:
Is it a fact that instruetions have heen given
to diseontinue the issue of rations to persons
in receipt of old age pensions at Fremantle?

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY rveplied:
Instructions have béen given that any rations
allowed to old age pensioners were to be dis-
cortinued as it was considered that the onus
of providing for them rests upon the Com-
monwealth, Very few cases are affected.

QUESTION—LOAN, OFFER FROM
LONDON,

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN agked the Premier:
1, Have the Government been offered a loan
of £2,000,0009 2, If so, was the offer made
by the same ingtitution, corporation, or per-
sons who usually place Western Australian
loane? 3, What were the terms and condi-
tions attached by the underwriters of the
offered loan? :

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.
3, Terms and conditions are regarded as eon-
fidential. The hon, member may, however,
sea the correspondence.

QUESTIONS (5)--STATE STEAMERS,
‘ Hangaroo,’’ cost, sarnings, ele.
Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN asked the Minister

for Mines: 1, Was the price paid to the
builder £140,000 for the motor ship ‘‘Kan-

garco’’? 2, Was this £140,000 paid by an
insuranee company under an endowment
policy? 3, Were the premiums paid on the

policy earned as profits on the working of
the ‘‘Kangaroo,’’ and what amount has been
go paid? 4, What amount of money, if any,
has been paid from Loan or Consolidated
Revenue of the State for the purchase of the
¢ Kangaroo’’? 5, What amount, if any, has
been paid to the Consolidated Revenue as net
profits earned by the ‘‘Kangaroo’’? 6, Did
the Government decide to sell the ‘‘Kan-
garco’’ and in consequence of snch decision
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was a definite and firm offer of £280,000 made
for ifs purchase? 7, Did the expert shipping
authority express surprise that the Govern-
ment did not accept the offer, it being
£100,000 in excess of that anticipated, owing
to the condition of the engines and the speed
of the ship being only nine knota? 8, What
was the reason for rejecting the offer of
£280,0007 9, When did the ‘‘Kangaroo’ last
vigit Western Australian porfst

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Yes. 3, Yes, £20,947 10s. 4, Nil
5, The book working profit of this vessel has
heen £353,288 19s. 2d.; all profits of this ser-
vice available in eash have been handed over
to Consolidated Revenue. 6, The Govern-
ment did not decide to sell the ** Kangaroo.’’
7, The Governmnent has no knowledge of the
expert shipping authority referred to or of
any such statement by any person as sug-
gested. 8, It is the Government’s intention
that this vessel shall be brought back to Aus-
tralia for work as soon as she is out of her
over-sea commitments. 9, November, 1918,

‘¢ Bambra,’’ Ports of Cail.

My, UNDERWOOD asked the Miniater for
Mines: 1, Was the office staff of the State
shipping service on strike with the Civil ser-
vants? 2, If not, why 4id the s.s. ‘‘Bam-
hra’’ fail to run her regumlar trip arranged

" before the Civil Service strike tock place?d
#3, Seeing that this ship called at Port Hed-
land going north, why was it announced im
the Press that she was going to Broome dir-
ect, and why were people who were desirous
of going to Port Hedland prevented from
getting a passage?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes, with the exception of the manager. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, It was not intended
that the ‘‘Bambra’’ should call at Port Hed-
land going North, but she was called into
Port Hedland to pick up a guantity of woal
that had collected there, with a view to re-
lieving the wharf and to allow of further
consignments to be brought in to be picked
up by the *Bambra’’ on her return from
Broome.

Purchase of New Fessels.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Have the Glovernment placed
an order for the comstruetion of mew ships
for the State? 2, If go, when was such order
placed? 3, Are the Government negotiating
for the purchase for the State of ships al-
ready constructed? 4, If so, when did such
negotiations commence?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, No. 4, As
soon as the statement appeared in the Press
of the Government’s intention to extend the
plant of the State Shipping Service, many
vessels were offered to the Government by
shipping brokers.

My, Bennett’s Qualifications.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it a fact, as reported, that a man
named Bennett has gone fo England to super-
vise the purchase or construction of State
ships for the North-West trade? 2, Does
My, Bennett hold a certificate as marine or
any other class of engineer? 3, Has Mr. Ben-
nett ever been employed in any capacity at
sea or in a ship-building yard? 4, Has Mr.
Benpett ever been on the North-West coast?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Mr. H. Bennett, Superintending Engineer of
the State Shipping Service, has gone to Eng-
land to advise the naval architects of local
requirements, and to confer with our ad-
visers regarding the purchase and construe-
tion of ships for the North-West Coast, but
not to supervise or purchase any vessels. 2,
The Government has no knowledge of what
certifiecates Mr, Bennett may hold, 3, The
Government’s knowledge of Mr. Benmnett’s
experience has been as manager of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Works, and the Government
is fully satisfied with hiz ability to do the
work needed in London. 4, It is net known,
but we do know that he has a full knowledge
of the class of ships required for the North-
West trade.

¢4 Pengwin,’’ reconditioning.

Mr. ROCKE asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, What was the total cost of converting and
reconditioning the steamer ‘‘Penguin’’ for
the purpose of trawling? 2, Under whose
advice and supervision was the work carried
out? 3, What are the qualifications of Mr.
Feltham in— (a) shipbuilding; (b) marine

engineering; (c) navigation; (d) praetical
trawling ?
The COLONIAYL. SECRETARY replied:

1, All accounts are not yet in. The estimate
was £2,800, but it is thought that the total
will exceed £3,000. 2, Mr. Buicher, A ML
M.E.,, late of the Harbour and Light De-
partment, and Captain Feltham. 3, (a) and
(h), Usunal qualifications unnecessary; (e)
master of steam trawlers in ‘“home’’ waters;
(d) twenty or more years’ practical experi-
ence (from apprentice to master) on board
smacks and steam trawlers in the North Sea
and other ‘‘Home’’ waters.

QUESTIONS, (2)—BOULDER MINERS’
STRIKE, :

Payment to Speecial Constables.

Hon, P, COLLIER asked the Minister for
Mines: What was the rate of wages per day
and what was the total amount paid to the
spee¢ial constables who were sworn in during
the sirike of miners at Boulder in November
and December last year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:

The rate paid was 12s. 6. per diem and the
total amount was £6,75¢ 73 6d.
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Cost of Proseculion.

Hon. P, COLILER asked the Attorney
General: What was the total cost to the
Crown of the prosecution of all the men who
were charged with offences arising out of the
disturbances on the Boulder mines in Novem-
ber last year?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL
£1,728 10s. 9d.

replied:

QUESTION-NAREMBEEN RAILWAY
EXTENSION.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: Will
he cause the report of the Railway Advisory
Board upon the Narembeen Railway Exten-
sion to be made available ag soon as possible.

The PREMIER replied: I have already
done so. .

QUESTIONS (4)—RATLWAY .MATTERS.
Widgiemooltha Station.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has hias attention been drawn
to the necessity for an officer to be placed in
charge of the railway station a2t Widgie-
mooltha? 2, With a view to protecting the
goods delivered thereat for the residents of
St. Ives, will he cause an early appointment
to be made?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, A caretaker has been ap-
pointed at Widgiemooltha.

Return tickets.

Mr., JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1 Why are return tickets no
longer issued in the country districts? 2, Are
retorn tickets still issued over the metropoli-
tan and suburban railways? 3, What is the
reason for this diserimination against eoun-
try residents?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Because return fares have been
abolished in these distriets. 2, Yes. 3, Re-
turn tickets in the metropolitan-suburban
area are only available on the date of issue

and because these people are constantly
travelling. ’

Motor ambulunces and oil locomotives,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What steps are being taken to
supply motor ambulances on the railways® 2,

" Have any further steps been taken to bring
to a praciical stage the utilisation of oil loco-
motives on branch and spur lines$ 3, Has he
a eopy of Sir J, D. Comnolly’s report from
Canada and America of December 11, 1917,
dealing with thig question? 4, If not, would
he care to have it, and would he aceept it from
me?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Ambulance attachments have been
fitted to the motor trollies used by the per-

manent way gangs stationed at Albany,
Koorda, Narrogin, Shackleton, Dellyanine,
South Eumminin and Cordering. 2, It having
been decided that it would be nnwise to ex-
periment with the chassis of any road motor
vehiele (these being built for 4ft. 3$3kin,
gauge between wheels) for adaptation to our
3ft. 6in. gauge, it is proposed to request the
Agent General to invite tenders for three self-
contained petrol or oil driven vehicles to a
gpecification which is now being finalised. 3,
Yes. 4, See answer to number 3.

Returned Soldier Employess’ Holidays.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it a fact that railway em-
ployees who enlisted in the AILF. and have
since returned to the service, have heen re-
fused payment for the full number of holi-
days which they would have received had they
not so enlisted, and for which payment was
made to employees who remained in Australia.
2, If so, will he see that servants of the De-
partment are not, thus penalised by reason of
their war servicef

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, No, Railway employees who en-
listed with the A.LF. have been paid for the
full number of normal helidays, viz, 12 days
per annum, which they would have received had
they remained behind, and in the same way as
the normal helidays to those who remained
behind. 2, Yes, servants of the department
will not be penalised by reason of their war
service,

QUESTION —NATIONALIST
WORKERS,

Mr. JONES asked the Premier: 1, How
many of the individuals who reluetantly
tevered their conuection with the Fremantle
Wharf on the 5th May, 1919, have since been
paid compensation by the Government, and
what was the total amount so disbursed? 2,
How muech was paid these men as sustenapee,
charity or otherwise, prior to the final pay-
ment of compensation? 3, Is it his intention
to lay on the Table the report of the Boyal
Commission ¥ .

The PREMIER replied: 1, 215 persons
were paid compensation. The total amount
disbursed waa £14,140 1ls, being £17,928
15s. awarded by the Royal Commission, less

_£3,788 4s. dedueted as shown in answer to No.

2, 2, £3,788 43, since recovered as shown
above. 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—IMMIGRATION,

Arrongement with Commonwealth Govern-
ment, .

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
Is it his inteptior to place on the Table of
the House all papers and documents relating
to any agreement or other arrangement made
or about to be made between the Stated and
Commonwealth Government in regard to im-
migration?
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The PREMIER repliéd: ‘When ‘the nefotia-
tions ‘are completed papers will, be laid upon
«the table. of the House. T
PN [ ' .

<o EmImperial Soldiers.

Mr., PICKERING “asked the' Premier
dn eonnection with the poliey of immigration
.of ex‘Imperial soldiers: - 1, Is: it intended to
-settleithese men on virgin country or on par-
tially improved farms¥ 2, If the latter, -what
:steps are being.taken in preparation for.set-
tlement? 3, What financial aggistanee, other
‘than the advance by the British Government,
will be afforded? 4, What is. the estimated
number of anticipated arrivals during the
ensuing finaneial year?

‘The PREMIER replied: ;1, As far as pos-
sible on virgin country. 2, Surveys are being
- made as fast ag posmble. It is mow too late
to partially prepare land before settlement,
%, The uvsual Agricultural Bank eonditions
will apply, except in a number of caszes of
{British ex-sérvice. men, who will ¢ome- nnder
‘the Boldier Settlement :Scheme. 4, No .esti-
mate is-possible,

A

QUESTIONS. (2)-VERMIN ACT.
Wire Netting, Supply.

Mr. . JOHNSTON asked the -Premier: 1,
What action has the Government taken :in
regard to the supply of wire netting.to set-
*tlers under the provisions of the Vermin
Act? 2, Ts.it the intention of the Govern-
ment to supply wire netting to settlers under
the said Act? 3, If so, when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Prices have
been obtained from time to time, but owing
to the excessively high eést and the inability
_to obtain large quantities only small lots have
been purchased ahd supplied for fencing in
 water supplies. 2, Yes, as seon -as netting
s available at a practicable price. 3,-Ans.
wered by No. 2. '

Wire Netting, Cost.

. Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary Min-
igter: 1, Have any ‘steps been taken to try
to get the price of wire and netting re-
‘duced? .2, Hag inquiry been made from the
big manufactory reported to have heen
-started in the Eastern States as to price and
supplies, so that consemers may secure
-cheaper supplics of this very necessary com-
modity? :

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1, .

[nqume,_s have been made, It is not possible
to obtain supplies at:a reasonable price. 2,
tIt is known that large works are being es-
tablished in Australia.

QUESTIONY (2)—GAME ACT,
_ Kangaroo Skins,
Mr. JOANSTON asked the Colonial Secré-

tary: 1, Ts he aware that by a recent procla-
‘mation under the Game Act a 'royalty of 4a.

. Yes.

per. lb. was. imposed by the Government on
kangaroo skins¥ = 2, Ts 'hé aware that this
royalty was the full pricé of the skin obtain-
able frém country: boyers at that time, and
that it is ‘now ‘ih ecxcess of the present value
.of the sking? 3, 'Is'he-‘aw"a,ré that kangaroos
are inereasiig in mumibers and are a constant
meniice -to fettlers’ erops, particularly in the
siewetr distriets, wheére.substantial fences can-
not be erected owing to the present high cost
.of femcing material? 4. What is the object
of the- Government, in confiscating the full

“value of kangaroo sking Ly royalty, and com-

pelling a settler who kills. 3 kangaroo for food
to haund the full value of the skic to the State
for nothingt 5, Xs.it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to.substantially reduce the royalty,
and thus avoid the present cconomic loss to
the State caused by the royalty, under which
kangaroo skins are now being thrown away
as worthlesy$ O

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, No. 3, No.” 4, The Government has
no desire:to confiscate as suggested the full
value of kangairoo skins taken from kangaroos
killed for food purposes. 5, No.

«Opossum Trapping. -

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, Is he aware that a recent proclama-
tion undef the Game Aet threw open the dis-
tricts 'south of the Wagin-Bowelling-Collie
Railway. and the Wagin-Lake Grace Railway
for opossum trapping for the months of May
and June last, »whilst the districts north of
-the -said ‘railways. remained closed? = 2, On
whose recommendation, and .why, was this ar-
bitrary boundary fized? 3, Is he aware that

- the opossums have failed .to recognise -same,

and have increased in nmumbers north of the
‘gaid railways,-to the extent of deing consider-
‘ablé ‘damage to the orchard gardens? 4, If
‘Turther- opossum trapping is permitted later

" om, will 'he treat the districts north of the said

railways in' the same.way as those south of

_8ame,.in-régard to ‘opossum trappingi

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, (a) The reeommendation of the Chief
Inspector of Fisheries; (b) becanse north of
it the increase of opossums has not been so
pengral as in the areas to the south of it. 3,
It iz recognised that in some parts north of .
the houndary mentioned opossums have in-
ereased in numbers, Where they have so in-
ereased and are shown to be destrnetive to
property, authority to destroy has heen
granted under Section 21 of the Game Aect
and may he granted in other similar c¢ases.
4, Yes, if circumstances warrant.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
SITE. h
Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary Min-
ister: Will he make avajlable as soon as pos-
gible the report of the Commission appointed
te inquire into the site of the proposed Agri-
cultural’ Colleget

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
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QUESTION—MACHINERY PURCHASE
TERMS.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Has he perused the Canadian Ma-
chine Act which I laid before-him? 2, Do
the Government ¢ontemplate bringing forward
any amendment of the Aet relating to the
purchase of machinery under hire purchase
termg¥

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
Owing to recent events the Attorney General
has not had time to personally peruse the Act
in question, but he has referred it to the Law
officers for perusal and report. 2, The matter
will be ¢onsidered upon receipt of the raport
referred to in the reply to guestion 1 dbove.

QUESTION —BEDISTRIBU-'I'IOI&T or
SEATS.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: Have
the Government any intention of bringing
forward this session a Redistribution of Seats
Bill% '

The PREMIER replied: This question has
not yet received the consideration of Cabinet.

QUESTION—ALUNITE DEPOSITS.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has any finality been arrived at in
connection with the experiments made in the
treatment of alunite for potash? 2, Is any
serions attempt Being made to utilise these
deposits, and make this country self-support-
Jng so far as its requirements for potassinm
fertilisers are concerned?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Lahoratory experiments are being made as
to the best method of making the potash in
alunite available for fertilising purposes, but
a final report has not yet been made, 2, The
efforts to mine and wse alinite are at present
maore or less suspended pending the results of
the Lahoratory investigations.

QUESTIONS (2)—IVES’ FIND.
Crushing facilities, -

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has the officer of the Mines De-
partment, who visited Ives’ Find to inquire
as to the need for a Government battery, yet
made his report? 2, Is it the intention of
the Minister to see that erushing facilities
are provided at this promising field at the
earliest time posaible?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. 2, At the date of the visit of inspee-
tion by the Superintendent of State Bat-
teries, viz,, 20-6-20, developments were not
sufficiently far advanced to enable an opinion
to be formed. This officer will, however,
again visit the field next month, when it is
hoped developments will bave reached a stage
which will enable a decision to be made rela-
tive to the installation of crushing facilities.

Medical facilities.
Hon. T. WALKER agked the Minister re-

presenting the Health Department: 1, Have
any ateps been taken to provide medical

- facilities or requisites at Ives’ Find? 2 If

50, will he state what has been donef?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. 2, Inqiiries have been made and

‘negotintions have been entered -into with the
+8t.” Tves Progress Association, which has ar-

ranged a bagis of contribution to a medical.
fund. Pending the finaliging of the proposal
for a casualty ward and nurse, a medicine
chest has been forwarded.

QUESTION—TRIBUTING ON MINES.

Mr. MULLANY asked the Minister for-
Mines: Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce a Bill dealing with tribut-
ing during the present sessien?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Yes. In the. Bill to amend the Mining Aet-
as mentioned in the Governor’s Speech.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
That the House, ' unless otherwise ordered,.
ghall meet for the despatch of buginess on
Tueesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at
430 p.m., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m., if
necessary; - and, if reguisite, from 7.30 p.m.,.
onwards. 3 :

GOVERNMENT RBUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
‘That on Tuesdays and Thursdays Govern--
ment business shall take precedence of all”
Motions and Orders of the Day.-

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor--
tham)- [5.2]: T move— .

That Bessional Comnittees be appointed.
as follows:—

Library Committee—Mr, Speaker, Mr,
Green and My, Smith.

Standing Orders Committes — Mr,
Spesker, the Chairman of Committees,.
the Attorney General, Mr. Robinson and
Mr. Walker,

House Committee—Mr, Speaker, Mr..
Griffiths, Mr. Mullany, Mr. Nairn and
Mr. O’Loghlen.

Printing Committee — Mr.
Mr. O’Loghlen and Mr. Smith.

Speaker,.

My, PICKERING (Sussex) [5.3]: I would
like to ask the Premier why it is that mem--
bers of the Country party are not safforded:
an opportunity to be on these committees.
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Hon. P. Collier: You are all of one party
and the Government are represented.

Mr. PICKERING: I am asking the ques-
tion, T think it would be only fair to give
us representation on some of these commit-
tees other than the House Committee, seeing
that the Government’s members are on sev-
eral committees,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.4]: I
would like some intimation from thes Pre-
mier as to who gave authority for certain
doors in this building to be locked during
the ceremony connected with the opening of
Parliament on Thursday last. I understand
it was the President of the Legislative Coun-
<il. If such is the case——

Hon. P. Collier: The House Commiitee,

"Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know whether it
was done by the authority and instruction
of the House Committee, but, whoever waa
:responsable I think some dlrectlon should' be
given that this unnecessary and high-handed
attitnde should be stopped. For some time
past, it has beer Tumoured that people are
usurping powers and funetions in this House
which it was never intended they should
have. Probably one could say a good deal
on thig subject. I am speaking with the
greatest possible restraing; otherwise I
ghould offer some stinging eriticism in con-
nection with the conduet of some members
who comprise these committees,

Hon, P. Collier: I think they all want cen-
suring.

Mr, LAMBERT: ILet me say that on
Thursday last, I bad two or three invited
guests in the gallery of the efislative
Council. By the act of someone,‘tnobblshly
wor otherwise, the door in the msin corridor
was locked and my guests were/compelled to
go out into Harvest-terrace and return by the
‘main entrance. While this is not a matter
which we would expeet to diseuss in this
House, I think it pretty nearly time zomeone
fearlessly stood up and directed the House
Committee, or whoever ig in authority, that
the conduet formerly associated with the
opening of Parliament—the issuing of invi-
‘tations and the deciding of the people who
should oceupy seats on the foor of the House,
or in the galleries—should he reverted
to. It should be put under a com-
mittee of direction. A good many members
have spoken about this matter and have ex-
pressed unutterable disgust at the action,
whoever was responsible for it. T hope that,
without farther labouring this matter, tha
House Committee will take the questmn into
consideration. It is not one of very great
moment, still it is one of the pinpricks which
-sometimes show the presence of snobbishness
which we, at all events, should not tolerate.
If I see any evidence of it again, I shall
speak in the most nomistakable manner of
what T consider should be the eonduet of
those who, for the time being, are veated
with a little authority. From my own per-
sonal knowledge ofour Speaker, T know that
‘the rooms available to him have béen made

avzilable to the members of the (Rovernment
and to other hon, members, but it cannot be
said that the roome allocated to the use of
another Chamber have likewise heen made
available, and it is time the House Commit-
tee gave some very clear direction in conmee-
tion "with this matter. I hope that other
members will voice their opinions and that
the procedure, the altogether unnecessary
and disgusting procedure whieh savoured of
congiderable  snohbishness, displayed on
Thursday last will never again be witnessed
‘at the opening of Parliament.

The Minister of Mines: Is there 1o defence

 from the House Committee?

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.7]: With
regard to the appointment of the Printing
Committee I should like to have some in-
formation. I should like t0 ¥mow who ie
regponsible for giving that information,
whether it is the Premier or the members of
the Committae.

Mr. Hudson:
motion.

Hon., P. COLLIER: T veceived a letter
some time ago from the Western Australian
branch of the Australian Journalists’ Aasso-
eiation protesting against the action of the
committee with regard to the appointment of
a member of the ¢‘‘Hansard’’ staff. T
understand that the gentleman appointed from
the Fastern States has not taken up the posi-
tion and, therefore, it still remains vacant.

Mr. Johnston: The job frightened him,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. I do not know
what the intention of the committee is with
regard to filling the vacaney, whéther they
are going to seek applications from the Eapt-
ery States or whether it is intended to secure
a man in our own State if there is a snitable
man available. Of course I do not hold for
3, moment that, beeause a person happens
to be a journalist in this State, he should
have a claim to a vacaney on the **Hansard*?
staff, irrespective of his qualifications for
the position but, all things being equal, if
there 13 4 man in the State qualified to fill
the position, then it would not be fair to go
outside the bounds of the State to get a man
for it. T shonld like to know from the Pre-
mier, or whoever is rtesponsible, whether hs
ean give us any information as to the inten-
tion of the committee with regard to filling
the vacancy. .

Mr, Johnston rose to speak.

The Premier has moved the

Mr, SPEAKER [5.10]: As chairman of
the Printing Committee, if I place the posi-
tion elearly before the House, it might pre-
vent hon. members from continuing a disens-
sion which perhaps might not avail much
when all the facts are before them: Tt is
true that the Printing Committee appointed
& gentleman from Melbourne on his qualifi-
cations, which placed him high indeed above
any other applicant, I think we had in all
asbout 27 applications, covering the States
of New South Wales, Vietoria, South Aus-
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tralia, and West Aunstralia. Unfortunately,
after his appointment and after ecoming over
here by boat, he became very ill'and was
unable to take up his duties.

‘Mr, Johnston: The work frightened him,

-Mr. SPEAKER: It was an absolute break-
down in health, If the hon. member was in
possession of the knowledge I have, the sp-
pearance of the man and the doctor’s advice,
ingtead of trying to make it appear that the
work was too heavy for him, he would sym-
Pathise with him in his trouble. I released
him from the appointment and called a com-
mittee meeting at the earliest possible
moment—on Tuesday last—and the furiher
eonsideration of the appointment of the sixth
‘‘Hansard’’ reporter was held over until
after the new committees were appointed. I
would be pleased, if there is any doubt in the
minds of members, because of some difficul-
ties which have arisen with the Jourmalists’
Asgociation in eonnection with this appoint-
ment, to show them the applications. I would
be pleased to place the wheole of the appli-
caticns before the House to justify the action
of the committee in the appointment they
made. I am perfecily satisfied that the com-
mit{ee, acting in a straightforward manner
and dealing with every application on its
werits, could not have done other than what
they have done to date. The applications are
now in my room awaiting further considera-
ticn by the committee. I do not want to say
anything which may perhaps militate against
any of the applicants in Westarn Australia,
but I may say that there were seven appli-
cants—I am speaking from memory which, I
believe, does not fail me—and three of them
were turned down by the Chief “‘Hansard’’
Reporter as being unalle to comply with the
terms of the advertisement because they had
none of the experience needed. The Chief
‘‘Hansard’’ Reporter discussed the other
three applications with me, and we decided to

give them a test. One of these applicants was-

a man who, on his application, should have
been capable of taking the position. He was
living at a distance, nameiy, at Bunbury, and
the Chief ‘‘Hansard’'’ Reporter suggested
that he should be given a trial. We went so
far as to pay his railway fare from Bun-
bury to Perth, in order to give him a test,
beeausa I thought it was unfair to put him
to that expense. He came vp from Bunbury,
The three applicants were tested on a Satur.
day afternoon. Two of them dropped their
note and did not continue. The third man
continned his nofe. The matter of the test
was selected by the Chief ‘‘Hansard’’ Re-
porter from a Federal parliamentary debate
and was for 15 minutes,

The Minister for Mines:
broke downt!

Mr. SPEARER: When he went to write it
up in longhand, it took him 314 hours, and
the time allowed, I think, should have been
1% hours. Mis transeript of the speech, as
corrected by the Chief ‘‘Hansard’’ Re-
porter is in my room and, if members
look at it they will' see that he was

No wonder he

placed in an absolutely hope]ess' position

~and was incapable of filling the vacancy.

Two others or three others from the staff of
the ' West Australian’’ were tested in the
Chamber during the previous session, and the
Chief ‘‘Hansard’’ Reporter reported to the
Printing Committee npon their capacity. The-
Chief *¢ Hangard '’ Reporter’s report on them is.
in mny room, and hon. members can seeit. With
all that evidence, and in view of the reports
made to us by the Chief ‘‘Hansard’’ Re-

_porters in the Eastern States, the commiitee

eould have done nothing else, on the papers
before them, than what they did. I want to

'say that I agree with many hon. members

who think that when we have a vacancy in this.
State and have also in this State a man cap-
ble of filling the vacaney he ghould have the-
preference, DBut when we call for applica-
tions in the Eastern States and ask for ere-
dentials, we ean do nothing but set on the
credentials which come before us, no matter
in what.part of the Jommonwealth the appli-
cant may reside. A further meeting of the
Printing Committee will be called after an-
other place has appointed its members on that:
committes, Then other applications will be
copgidered.

Mr, Johnston: Applications in Western Auvs-
tralia alone, or applications from elsewhere-
alsot

Mr. SPEAKER: T cannot tell what action.
the committee will take, whether they will call
for other applications or will aet on the ap-
plications which I have still in my room. In.
view of the last applications being called in
March of this year, I think it would be un-
wise or unnecessary to eall for fresh appli-
cations in the Eastern States. However, the
committee will consider that poirt, and I have-
no doubt that the eommittee will treat the-
whole matter on its merits,

Mr, O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [5.18]: As
the .only member of the Printing Committee-
who is present in this House with the excep-
tion of yourself, Mr. Speaker, I desire to make
a few remarks in regard to the negotiations-
which have taken place up to date. I recog-
nise the futility of having anything in the
nature of a general discussion, becanse I hope:
that in the course of the next three or four
days the eommittee will decide the question.
But it is just as well, seeing that there has
heen some reference made in the FPress to-
what may be looked upon as the unmpatriotic
attitude of the committee, to elaborate the
matter a little. You, Sir, have stated the ease-
fairly well; but perhaps I may make the
position a liftle clearer. Some time ago there
was a complaint lodged by the f‘Hamsard’’
staff that the work was too strenuous, and the
Printing Committee in their wisdom decided
to appoeint a sizth reporter, and to call for ap-
plications accordingly. You _m]l_rememb‘er,
Mr. Speaker, that at the meeting in guestion
I moved a motion that applications -be com-
fued to Western Australia. It is on record
on the minutes of the committee’s proceedings

that T was the only member who voted in that
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direction. L strennously opposed the calling
of applications in the Eastern States, believ-
ing—and at the present time there is & move-
ment for our patronising all things Western
Australian—that the vacaney should be filled
by a loeal applicant, Personally, I do not
attach the importance to the ‘‘Hansard?’’
staff that one or two other members do.

Mr. Underwood: Or the ‘‘Hansard’’ staff
themselves do.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I realise that the
“‘Hansard’’ reporters have to be thoroughly
competent and capable men, but the fact is
that only about twe per cent. of the people
of Western Australia read the ‘*Hansard’’ re-
ports, For that reason I do not think it is
necessary that we should go to the ends of
the continent in order to secure & man.

The Minister for Mines: The fact that
¢“Hansard’’ iz not more widely read is not
the fault of the ‘“Hansard’’ reporfers.

Mr. O°LOGHLEN: The point T made was,

that we had men in Western Australia cap-
able of giving an ascurate report, and that
is borne out by the applications, However,
men were tested in the other States, and one
of their number was appointed. I was not
present at the meeting when the appointment
was made. The meeting was constituted by
the Speaker and the President, two out of
six members, but under the rules those two
members have authority to deeide. They de-
cided on getting a Mr, Dickson from Mel-
bourne, Hon. members have heard the result
of Mr. Dickson’s appointment. I tendered
my resignation from the committee but I
found that I had not sufficient legal know-
ledge of the position. I may mention that
Mr. Sanderson of another place made a simi-
lar mistake, It is impossible to resign from
a ecommittee of this kind without dying, and
I do not waut to die just yet. However,
seeing that this question hag not been settled
and that my name has again been submitted
to-day, and seeing also that a meeting of the
Printing Committee is to he held in the
course of three or four days, I propose to see
the matter through. However there is mo
mistaking my attitude. I say with the leader
of the Oppogition that in the case of two
men, one here and the other beyond the bor-
ders of Western Awustralia, being equally fit
for a position, the man here should get the
preference. It is rather a reflection on our-
selves that we should be obliged to send
away the plums of our service to the Eastern
States instead of picking them for our own
people. I believe that three or four men now
occupying mnositions on the Federal ‘‘Han-
sard’’ staff were recruited from this State,
and that fact in itself ought to be sufficient
to show that the Printing Committee could
secure at least ome ‘‘Hansard’’ reporter
from amongst the pressmen of this State,
The Minister for Mines: But, stil), when
you bring a man from the East to do work
hete he does not continue to reside in the
East. He becomes a citizen of Western Aus-
tralia, We have all ecome from the other side.

%%

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: That is true, hut if
such a poliey is to be pursued I.do not ap-
prove of it. I do not say.a loeal man, should.
have the appointment unless he has ths neces-
sary ability. My own view is that if there is
a position going in Western Awvstraliz and if
there is a man here competent to fill it, he
should be appointed. I do not wish to say
anything further on the matter except to ex-
press the hope that the Printing. Committee
will decide without further expense or delay
on the appointment of a'man, provided thah
man fills the bill.

The Minister for Mines: I kmnow they
have always been able to get a man when tha,
staff has been overworked here. ‘

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If that is tlie oase,
why eould not they have got a man perman-.
ently? I will say no more now as the eom-
mittee meeting will be held in a fow days.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [5.24]: The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) has
referred to the closing of certain doors. om
opening day; and as one who has represented
this Chamber on the House Committee for
years past, I wish to say that such action
was not taken with the anthority, or I believe-
with the knowledge, of any Assembly mem-
bers on the House Committee. Om. opening
day I had the same experience as the mem-
ber for Coolgardie. I desired to bring some
lady friends through the door, and was told
to go to the further end of the block. Thus
it appears that visitors coming to see Parlig-
ment House on opening day ccould not be
shown over the building. I think the action
taken was an entirely wrong action on the
part of the person responsible; and I had in-
tended to mention the matter at the naxt
meeting of the House Committee were I
again appointed to that committee. T wish,

- however, to state distinetly that the House

Committee were mnot responsible for the
action which was taken. Further I wish to
point out that there are many matters in
which the powers of the House Committes
do not appear to be clear. The whole gques-
tion wants going into, and if re-elected tp.
the committec I propose to take action with
a view to finding out exactly what the powers,
of that committee really are,

My, THOMSON (EKatanning) [5.26]: I
also would like to touch on this mattér.” Last
year I had what was described to me as the
temerity to ask for seats for friends of mine
on the floor of another Chamber. I believe
I asked for about four seats, Probably, in
my innocence, I asked for a little too much,
When one bears in mind, however, that mem-
bers of thiz Assembly on going to another
Chamber to hear the Governor’s Speech de-
livered find about half the chairs on the
floor vacant, one wonders why he could not
have his lady friends occupying some of those
chairs. T desire to mention that from an
official of another place I received the reply
that I was asking something which not even
any member of the Legislative Council dared

v



30 [ASSEMBLY.) .

to agk. I wrote again in all humility snd
meekness stating that I was extremely sorry
Y had transgressed the rules, but that as T
saw eivil servants—on whom I cast no reflee-
tion, because they are fully enmtitled to be
there—occupying those chairs on the floor of
another Chamber, it was rather puzzling to me
that members of this Houge could not enjoy
the privilege of having their wives and
friends similarly accommodated.

.Hon, W, O, Anpgwin: The gallery is there,

Mr. THOMSON: I want the matter to be
brought under the notice of the House Com-
mittee. T would like to know who has the
authority. ‘

Mr. O™Loghlen: The President.

Mr. THOMSON: Tt was not the President
who replied to me.

- Mr. O’Loghlen: The reply you got was by
the President’s instructions.

Mr. THOMSON: Possibly. I think the
privilege in question should be extended to
members of thia House equally with people
oceupying official and other positions out-
side. .

Mr. FOLEY (Mt, Leonora) [5.28]: Im
connection with the clesing of certain por-
tions of Parliament House on opening day,
the question of the rights and privileges of
members bringing friends to the House,
cither on the opening day or other days,
erops np. 1 think every member of this
Chamber recognises that the Assembly repre-
sentatives on the House Committee had no-
thing te do with the closing up of the fur-
ther end of the building. There has been a
rumour, however, that the strangers’ room
was alse closed on the opening day. That
room should not have been closed at all
In my opinion it is unwige to close any por-
tion of Parliament House on the opening day.
Regarding the Printing Committee’s work,
there is one aspect I would like to press-on
that committee’s attention. In Western Aue-
tralia at the present time there ‘are many
young men taking up the profession of short-
hand writing and typing. Our edueational
- system aims at eduecating them in that diree-
tion. There are in Western Australia many
secondary schools and various correspondence
eolleges to which the taxpayers of this State
send their children, at™ considerable expense,
to be taught. If it is good enough for the
State to educate children for this oecupation
and for parents to spend their money in hav-
ing their childrer taught the subjects in
question, it is good enmough for Western
Australia to make use of the education which
the men I refer to do in many cases possess.
‘We have seen in the ‘“Hansard’' box various
members of the literary staffs of our various
jourpals taking notes, and I was rather sur-
prised to learn that it was not possible to
get in this State a man fit for a ‘*Hansard’’
appointment. T notice that one of the hon.
members propozed as a representative of the
Aggembly on the Printing Committee is now
absent from the State, so that the member
for Forrest {Mr. O'Loghlen) will find him-

self in the same position as before. If ab-
sence from the State is a disqualification for
appointment, T would be in favour of cutting
the absent member off the committee.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [5.30]:
Whilst dealing with the question of the Print-
ing Committee, I desire to voice a protest
in regard to the number of copies of ‘“Han-
sard’’ aflowed to membera of this Chamber.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
discusa that on this motion.

Mr. LUTEY: I wag informed that this was
the proper time in which to bring the matter -
forward. .

Mr. SPEAKER: The House has agreed on
the number of ‘‘Hansards’' to be distri-
buted.

Mr. Troy: On the Estimates.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [5317: I
do not desire te spesk at any length on this
question. I have always held that we have
any number of people in Western Australia
quite competent to go into the box and re-
port the speeches made in thia House. The
reason for sending to the FBastern States
and advertising in the Eastern States waa
that ‘‘Hansard’’ reporters endeavour to mag-
nify their own importance. We have had,
sinee T have been in this House, the Federal
Governmerit coming to Western Australia and
taking a ‘‘Hansard’’ reporter from our box,
and onrselves going to South Australia to
pick one there to fill his place. I agree with
the member for Leonora (Mr. Foley), that if
we have not in this State trained shorthand
reperters, our educational system ia a failure.
We have turned out from our schools tens of
thousands of boys and girls who have been
taught shorthand and typewriting, and to say
that there ig not one of these tens of thous--

‘and boys and girls who could get into the

box and report our speeches——

Mr. O’Loghlen: You

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes, me.

The Minister for Mines: It is mot correct.
I know there are many who can do the work,
but they would not take it on because they
can ‘do hetter elsewhere.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I know why they
will not take it on: It is due to the faect that
"*Hangard’*’ reporters are picked by a ‘*Han-
sard’’ reporter, and this ‘‘Hansard’’ re-
porter wants to magnify his own importance,

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Press are giving
higher rates to-day; in fact the ‘*West Aus-
tralian’’ reporters are getting higher rates
now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 'We shonld always
pick 2 Western Australian, and never go past
Western Australians to fill positions on the
‘“Hansard’’ staff. I think, too, we counld go
through the public service and pick out any
number of men or women who could go into
the box and report well enough for us. I
can assurg hon. members that their work
would be good ercugh for me. That is what
has bronght about the trouble. The f‘Han-
sard’’ reporters have beeu trying to make out



[10 Aveust, 1920.] 31

that this is an extraordinary professiom, a
profession of whose members there-are only
a very few in Australin. They say, in fact,
that it is necessary to eomb throughout Aus-
tralis in order to get a ‘‘Hansard”’ reporter.
The leader of the Opposition knows that one
can get typists by the hundred in the eivil
service, who can at least express our mean-
ings. There is another point. Judging by
the report in this morning’s paper, not only
are they magnifying their own importanee but
they are magnifying their wages, and they
want to be paid the wages of the man they
have been short of during the last eight
months. During that period they have been
short of one man, and they want to divide up
nis wages amongst themsslves.
we had a look at this, With regard to the
House Committee, it is also time that we
knew the position. I understood that the
House Committee controlled all the arrange-
ments of both Houses of Parliament. T do not
know the attitude you take up, Mr. Speaker,
or the attitude the President of the Legisia-
tive Council takes up, but I take up this atti-
tade, that you, and the President, are only
members of the House Committee, and that
whatever iz decided upon by the House Com-
mittee shall be carried out. I elaim, on be-
half of members of this Chimber, that
neither the President nor the Speaker is
allowed to lock any of the doors unless in-
strueted to do so by the House Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before putting the motion
I may be able to clear up some misunder-
standings with regard to the references of the
hon. member to the f‘Hansard’’ reporters,
and to the number of different men in West-
ern Australia who are capable of going into
the box and reporting the speeches of mem-
bers of this Chamber, I would point out that
advertisements appeared in the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ and the ‘‘Ealgoorlie Miner’’ and,
as & regult, there were only seven applications.
I have told hon. members before that three
out of these came nmowhere near the require-
ments for the position. Three of the appli-
cants were tested and failed. Three were
‘tested in the box, and out of those three who
were tested in the box there was a recom-
mendation that the work of one was satis-
factory. It was shown elearly that their work
was impossible, with the exception of the
work of one man. That is the result of, ad-
vertising the position in Western Australia.
I desire to make that quite clear. With re-
ference to the locking of the doors in Par-
liament House, I have gathered that a door
was locked at the other end of the corridor
in the Legislative Counecil. T know this was
locked or the anthority of the President. The
rooms oceupied by the President and the
Speaker are not under the control of the
House Committee, nor are the galleries of this
Chamber. They are under the control of the
Speaker at this end, and of the President
at the other end. That has been laid down
in the House of Commons and in all Parlia-
ments in the British Dominions. T am con-

It is time -

fident that mo officer of this House locked
that door without being instrocted to do so
by those in aunthority. The statement about
the strangers' room being locked, 1 do not
think ean be bornme out. If that door was
locked it was done without my knowledge,
and there is nobody else in a position to
authorige it to be locked. I feel confident
that it was not loeked, but I will make in-
quwries, Had the hon. member drawn my
attention to this before the House met, I
would have been able to ‘enlighten him on the
position. Being chairman of the House Com-
mittee and of the Printing Committee, T
should at least be able to explain to the
Honse how things are.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second day.

Debate resumed from 5th August.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.39]: 1
should like to express the hope that the Pre-
mier and his eolleagues are entering upon
the work of the session completely invigorated
in health after their long and, T am sure,
strenuous period of work during the recess. It
is true that the continuity of their administra-
tive efforts has been somewhat broken by the
frequent ealls to atiend conferences in the
Eastern States. These interruptions must
have been irritating at times, particularly te
certain Ministers: who seem to0 have been
singled out for special Auty in the Eastern
States, - -

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Are they not going

.to build an office there$

Hon. P, COLLIER: However, 1 suppose
there was no alternative but to obey the eall of
the Eaat. If the affairs of this State are not
ag satisfactory as I believe & large section of
the community would like them to be, it can-
not be attributed to any interruption of work
on the part of Ministers by their having to
attend to their parliamentary doties. I have
no desire to say anything disecourteows this
afternoon and hope I shall not be considered
other than polite, but I should like to ask the
Premier why there was this delay in calling
Parliament together until practically the
middle of August. Last session terminated,
I think, on the 5th December, and Parliament
has met for the transaction of business on
the 5th August, a period of exactly eight
months. The House, members and the eountry
are entitled to some explanation from the
Government as to the cause of the delay.

The Premier: I will explain that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If I may anticipate
the Premier’s explanation, it will be that the
date of ealiing Parliament together was post-
poned in order to enable him, and perhaps
one of his Ministers, to attend the adjourned
conference of Premiers in Melbourne, I ven-
ture to say that such an explanation will net
be deemed by any means satisfactory. I do
not see any necessity for more than one Min-
ister to attend that adjourned meeting, what-
ever necessity there may have been for a Min-
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ister to accompany the Premier at the initial
meeting of this conference of Premiers, There
was no necessity for the recess to be continued
because one Minister, or even the Premier,
was called away to Melbourne. There is wn-
doubtedly a great deal of work lying before
this Parliament that might have been per-
formed during the past month or so. There
have been industrial disputes from one end of
the State to the-other, involviug the occupa-
tiona of thousands of employees. Had Par-
Jiament been in session at this time, 23 has
been the cage usually in past years, the de-
plorable and regretiable strike of eivil ser-
vants and schoool eachers would not have
eventuated. Had Parliament been sitting,
Parliament would have been in a position to
deal with that matter. There have not heen
sufficient grounds advanced by the Premier in
any statement that has appeared in the Press
for the delay in calling Parliament together.
1 confess I canhot see why there has been this
long period of rest, during which Ministers
have been living in easy street, nor can L see
that it has produced any tangible or beneficial
result. One might have expected, afier having
‘had such a length of time in which to econ-
sider their policy  for the present session,
that the Qovernment would have pre-
sented something to this House .adequate
to the situation that confronts them. But
if one turns to ‘the SBpeech it is found to
be in many respects gimilar to Speeches that
have been given before. There are the usual
stereotyped paragraphs with regard to the
bountiful season and the exeellent prospects
of the harvest, the eonbinnal - prosperity of
the principal primary industries—mining,
sgricultural, pastoral, and so on. Even al-
lowing for the inclusion of these well-worn
phrases, there have been in past years some
points in the. Govermor’s Speech around
which a debate on the Address-in-reply might
be turned. But with regard to the present
Speech, I have failed, after a diligent seareh,
te find anything whatever of a definite or
&peeifie character of real importance.

Mr. Nairn: It bas had all the eomers
knocked off it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Y am gware that
these remarks of mine are not original; they
‘have been urged by members of the Opposi-
tion in years gone by.

The Minister for Mines:
them,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I know they are quite
new to the Minister for Mines, but this
Speech stands without parallel in ifs in-
definiteness.

The Premier:
they used to be.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
twaddle.

The Premier:
Speech?

Hon. P. COLLIEE: I ghall diseuss, not
the words of the Speech but what has been
left out of it. If I were to diseuss only the
poinis in the Speech worth diseussing, T
should have to sit down at once.

I never heard

It i3 very much hetter than
I never heard such

‘Why do you not diseuss the

Mr. Pickering: I will give you a few of
my notes, ) ‘

Hop. P. COLLIER: 1If the hon. member
will do justice, and I have no doubt he will,
to the jndependént policy of his party he will
require very ample notes to deal with the
Speech himself later on.

The Minister for Mines: At any rate he
can always get them ‘from his' next -déor
neighbour.

Hor. P. COLLIER: Let us turn to the
legislative programme for the session as in-
dieated in the Speech of the Governor, We
have a numnber of Bills not one of which is of
first rate importance, snd not one of which
affects the whole of the people of the State,

Mr. Pickering: What about the Public
Service Act Amendment Bill?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That only affects a
section of the community, although the re-
eent action of that section affeeted the whole
of the community. As I proceed I shall have
to acknowledge my indebtedness to the hon.
member for some information which I ob-
tained from the letters he wrote 1o the
“‘West Australian’’ on that subject. These
Bills are important enough so far as the par-
ticular interests which. will be affected by
them are eoncerned, but after all that will
be a very small section of the people of the
State.  With regard to the first Bill set
out in the Speech, the Bill to place the
State trading concerns under ‘& commnis-
sioner, I faill entirely to understand why
it appesrs in ‘the policy of the party now oe-
cupying the Treasury bench, We shall not
be in a position to criticise the provisions of
that Bill until we have it before us, buf if it
meang anything it means that the Govern-
ment have accepted the State trading con-
eerns as a permanent part of our public life,
because the measure will seek to place the
trading concerns on what might be described

‘88 a permanent bagis. T would like to know

what ‘the party which came inte office specifie-
ally to dispose -of the State trading concerns
are deing by infroducing legislation to give
those trading concerns greater permanency.

The Premier: Better management,

Hon, P, COLLIER: If the Premier and
his party had attempted to carry out tha
policy they professed from one end of the
country to the other, there would be no State
trading comncerns in existence to-day. They
have had four years in which to give effect
to their policy to dispose of the trading
concerns, but we find that the whole of their
herculean labours in the direction of carrying
out their policy have carried them no further
than the closing down of the State fish shops,
Then we have g Bill to remove the disquali-
fication against womeun offering themselves as
candidates for Parliament. Why is a Bill
which" seeks to remove the disqualifieation
against eitizenship eonfined to this one item4?
There are many items of even greater dis-
qaalifieation against the exercise of the fall
rights of citizenship to-both men and women
in this eountry, which apparently do not come
within the purview of the Government,
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The Premier: One thing leads on to an-
other, and all will come right in the end.

Hon. T. Walker: Which end$
* Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
all will come right. A Bill dealing with this
matter, and even more important questioms,
passed through this House last sessiom, but
of course failed to obtain approval in another
place. Then we have a Bill 'to amend the
Mining Aet ‘and the Mining Development
Act. That, as the Minister for Mines ex-
plained this afterncon in reply to a question,
will deal with the matter of tributing.

The Minister for Mines: ~Tributing and
oil ’ :
‘Hon. P. COLLIER: And whilst dealing
with the question of the améndment of the
Mining Act, I might refer to that paragraph
in the- Speech which touches on this great
primary industry. Evidently that paragraph
escaped the notice of the optimistic Premier.
T4 is the only pessimistic note that has been
struck in the whole of the Speech, Every-
thing else is in s flourishing condition, or in
the way of beecoming flourishing, .All the in-
dustrigs, primary 'and secondary, except that
of mining, -are flourishing. I do net know
rwhere the Minister for Mines obtained this
paragraph, but I am.afraid that one of his
wofficers, inr order to avoid the trouble of
-thinking for himself, turned up a copy of the
Journal of the Chamber of Mines and lifted
the paragraph in its entirety from it.

Mr. Munsie:
going on for an increase of wages.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The paragraph in .the
Bpeech dealing with the mining industry
states—

The .position of the mining industry—

which has played, and is playing so big a
-part in the affairs of the State—is occa-

sipning my advisers serious congideration,

Difficulties have arisen amongst the mines
- chiefly responsible for the State’s large
- gold production, The exploitation of the

Jower levels of these wines has been at-

tended by inereased cost and lower values,

whilst the scarcity ¢f labour, and the short-
_age of and high price of fuel are cauging
anxiety. The declining premium on gold
is a factor that also has to be taken into
aceount, These matters are receiving the
attention of the (Goverament with a view to
ascertaining what sieps’ may be taken to-
wards keeping down the costs of the re-
quirements of this and other industries.

The Premier: That is very good.

Hen. P, COLLIER: An exacily similar
paragraph has appeared in the Chamber of
AMines Journal for the past five or six years,
and it has been inserted in the Governor’s
Speech in.order to curly the desire of the men
employed in the mines to secure higher wages
and better conditions. .

The Premier: Quite the reverse,
. Hon. P, COLLIER:T am surprised at the
Premier attempting to justify it. Where is
all hig optimism? Has it oozed away to the
bottom of his boots? If the Premier has one
virtue more than another it is that of optim.
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There is a big agitation -
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jsm in regard to the industries of the coun-
“try. The Premier has not been in the habit
in' .the past of proclaiming to the world in
Governor's Speeches, or in speeches of his
own, the fact that any of our industries are
experiencing a diffienlty in earrying on.
The Minister for Mines: If you tell ths
truth it does mnot matter about' the habit,
“All the new mines are affecting our gold pro-
! duction very geriously for the time being,
" "Hon. P. COLLIER: They are affecting our
gold production? ’
" The Minister for Mines: Yes, seriously. .
Hon. P. COLLIER: Becaase the labour. has
gone ‘to them? '
_ The Minister for Mines: The gold-produe-
" ing mines are short df labour. .
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the contention
of the mine managers on the Golden Mile,
but T do not know that it is borne out by
facts. In any case they will continue to ex-
perience that diffienlty so long ak they op-
pose any increase in the wages paid to the
" miners during the past 25 years. However,
as I have said, the ‘paragraph in the Speeth
‘is one which I do not suppose the manapgers
‘on the Golden Mile will miss when the arbi-
tration case now pending comes before the
-ecourt. Next we find that it is proposed ta
introduce a Bill to amend the provisions of
the Land Aet regarding pastoral leases. If
- I"remember rightly, a similar statement ap-
‘péared in the Governor’s Speech of last year,
uch & Bill wag promised last sesiion, and as
a matter of fact the promise was kept be-
cause the Bill was introduced the day before
the session closed, and it was finally disposed
of on the last day of the session. Tle Pre-
nijer kuows that after having abandoned half
of his own Bill the other half was only fin-
ally dealt with by anocther place on the last
day of the session. There are a few other
Bills, of very .little importance; but the
Speeeh is comspicuous for the fact that it
gives no indication whatever of the Govern-
ment possessing any- public works poliey.
There are no references in the Speech to the
eonstruction of railways, of harbours, or of
water supply. BSome of the ontporta of the
State are languishing for harhour faecilities.
The Premier, I understand, has had a small
army of surveyore in various parts of the
Btate, especially in the South-West, survey-
jng new railways during the past 12 months,
I do not know what is going to be the result
of that survey work.
The Premier: I promise you the Bills.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier may
come along with railway Bills during the last
days, or say the last few weeks, of the ses-
sion, when there iz very little opportunity to
disevss these measures. Again, the poliey of
the Government, if policy it ean be called, is

. - notable for the faet that it eoutains no ré-

ference whatever to any legislation of an in-
dustrial character; that is, apart from the
Shops and Factories Bill, which was intro-
duced last session and whieh will come up
for consideration during the present sessiomn.
Have the Government and their supporters
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- tailed to grasp the faet that industrial dis-
. putes have been extremely prevalent in this
. State during the .present year—so prevalent,
indeed, that the disputes committee at the
Trades Holl have their time fully ocgupied
almost from Monday morning to Saturday
_night?
stand that, that condition of thingd is due

legislation ®
rendered perfectly obsolete by the march of
recent events, in the light of alterations
which have occuued in the industrial, secial,
and economiec life of our commumty The
Arbitration Ac¢t passed in 1912 now
entirely fails to achieve the purpose
for which it was intended. But the Govern-
ment ignore that faet, They and all their
supporters get on the homse fops te complain
when the employees resort to the desperate
expedient of ceasing work, When that oceurs
we hear a cry from those who are not affected
by the high prices that prevail and the un-
favowrable conditions that obtain in many in-
dustries, against the aetion of these men.
But the fact remains that the employees have
been ecrying out for several years for . an
amendment of our Arbitration Aet in order
to bring it into line with altered conditions,
.The talk about round table conferences is
mere platitude and piffie of the paltrigst kind,
There is no use talking about bringing em-
ployer and employee together in order to
create a better feeling between them.

, My, Harrison: That is what t.l:ere ought
“to be, all the same,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The only way to ere-
ate a better feeling in the minds of thousands
of men and women who have to work for a
comparatively low wage is to create a better
feeling in their stomachs. As regards this
creation of a better feeling, the interests of
employer and employee are directly opposed.
There ecan be no question of that. On the ome
hand we have the employer attending, natur-
ally, to his own interest and welfare, in the
same way as everyone else in the State. Prae-
tically the employer’s sole object is to make
the highest profit that it is possiblé for. him
to make,,
only by obtaining the labour of the employee
at the Towest wage that the worker can pos-
sibly be induced to accept.

Mr. Harrison: That is nonsense.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is not ‘&n em-
ployer in this or in any other country that
I know of, exeept possibly an odd one here
and there, one in a thousand, who will pay
n higher wage than he is compelled to pay
either by Arbitration Court awards or by the
iaw .of supply-and demand.

The Minister for Mines: Henry Ford is an
exception.

- Hou. P. (‘OLLIFR He is one exception.

Mr, Harrison: Do you agree with the
- principle of profit sharing?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not agree that
profit gharing is a solution of the-industrial
problem. I admit that the employees of
Henry Ford are enjoying much higher wages

Do the Government fail to under--

He ean secure that highest profit’

and mueh better conditions than the em
ployees of the great multitade of employer
in ‘England.” T hbelieve that Henry Ford ‘ha
established a six hour day and a minimun

wage of £6 per week, I read so somewher

recenﬂy ThosB are conditions considerabl;

.in:advance of ‘the conditions generally obtain
(ing in the industrial life of England.

largely to the inefficiency .of our industrial .
Our Arbitration Act has. beén

Mr. Jones: ¥ord is only an isolated case

Mr. Underwood: What is your case ngains
arbitration?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not trying t
make a case against arbitration at all,
say that the two forces, the employers am
the' employees, are endeavouring to go il
opposite directions.

Mr. Harrison: You do not agree that the;
work on parallel lines?

"Hon. P. GOLLIER: TIf I say that the
are going in opposite directions, it hardl
conveys that they are working on paralle
lines. Take the cese of the thousands o
men in the Boulder mines who are now goin,
to the Arbitration Court. They have cited th
employers for increases in wages. It will b
the object and the duty of the employera am

" the mine managers to keep the minimum wag

down to the lowest possible amount that the
can persuade the judge of the Arbitratio;
Court to adopt. There is no doubt abont thai
They -will” spend. money.and time and energ
—T am not complaining of that; they wil
have to do it—in presenting to the cour

gnch a case as will secure to the employer

the lowest minimum wage that can possibly b
ohtained. On the other hand, the men ar
spending - their time and their money am
their energy now in preparing such a cas
as will secure for them the highest minimur
wage they can possibly obtain, There ig :
complete illustration of my argument tha
the objects of the two parties are to b
sought in opposite directions. And the sam
thing holds good, with very few exceptiont
as regards the great mass of cmployers am
employees in this State and the wide work
over.

Mr. Harrison: T am bound to say T do no
agree with you.

.Hon, P. COLLIER: I am sorry to hear th
hon member say that, but T shall be gla
to lhear him refute my contention. In th
meantime I say it is possible for Parlia
ment to ease the tension and minimise th
struggle between employers and employees b;
passing industrial legislation which, at anm;
rate for the time being, will serve to mee
the situation. It is absclutely necessary, fo
this end, to keep such meagsures as th
Workers’ Compensation Act and-the Induz
trial Arbitration Aet thoroughly up to date

. T believe that suech an Act as the Imdustria

Arbitration Act, if it is going to achieve any
thing at all in the direction intended, shouly
be amended every year.
Mr, Nairn: It has achieved a great deal.
Hon. P, COLLIER: True, but it would haw
achicved a great denl more had it been kep
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'11[;’1 to date. Tndustrial conditions are always
changing, The outlook and point of view of
those a,ppeal:ng to the Arbitration Court are
continually changing. To be effective, the Act
should be amended annually in the light of
the experience gained during the preceding
12 months, In this State, however, we hdve
an Arbitration Act that is eight years old.

Mr. Johnston: It was the best Arbitration
Act in the world when it was passed:

Hon, P. COLLIER: I believe that to be a
fact. But we learn by experience, and from ob-
serving the affairs of life we know that there
are now hetter ways of doing certain thinga
than we thought of previously. It is a faet
that to-day the great body of trade unionists,
who after all are those concerned with the
working of the Arbitration Aet, have lost
faith and confidence in ‘that measure. Many
of those who becanse of their organisation are
not eligible to approach the State Arbitration
Court are now forming combinations and

amalgamations with the object of apptoach-

ing the Federal Arbitration Court. They
wight vot so amalgamate if it were possible
for them to obtain satisfaction in our State
court. They have no confidence in our State
court to-day hecause of the Act bemg g0 de-
factive.

Mr, Harrigon:
afternntive?

Mr. Lutey: Deoing away with the Supreme
Court jndges as presidents of the Arbltmtlon
Ceurt.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I suggest amendmg
the Arbitration Aet. Tt would be impossible
for me to outline now the many amendments
that are required.

My, Harrison: What particular lines would
you sugpgest?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Many part:culm lines.
One particular direction in which the Act
should be amended in order that the confi-
dence of the employees of this country may
be regained is that of providing that the
awards of the court should be based on a
basic wage ascertained by tribunals which ex-
ist or which may be created for that purpose.
The State Arbitration Court should take cog-
nisance of the basic wage o ascertained, and
awards shonld be framed upon a sliding qca.le
having regard to snch basic wage. Tp-day
a union of employees may spend £1,000 in
preparing a case for the Arbitration Court,
and after waiting 12 months to get to the
court receive an award incrensing wages by
sixpence or one slul]mg per day. Then they
find that all their time and energy and money

have been spent in vain, becanse the cost of -

living 'has gone up the week hefore.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Before tea, T +was
dealing with what is described as industrial
mirest and the need for amending many of
onr industrial laws. With regard o the qnes-
tion of arbitration, I am not one of those who
advocate what is Enown as the class struggle,
but whether T or anybody else advocate the
¢lass strugpgle or not, the fact remains that

What do you suggest as an

" there is a class struggle going on in society.

This struggle is going on between the two
great opposing forees. It iz going on the
wide world over, and will ¢ontinue to go on,
ir. my opinion, 1egard1eqs of whether we advo-
cate ‘it, support it, or otherwise. It is an
econonnq fact. It will continve to exist so
long: as tho state of soeiety continues as it is
at tho present time with what is known as the
eapitalist system. What i3 called class
struggle will only cease when that state of
sgeiety gives way to some more perfect or at
any rate better state which T believe will hap-
pen in fiture, thongh perbaps not in our time,

Mr. Pickering: At the millennium.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, we are all march-
ng towards the millennium, but T would point
cut to the hon. member that many things
which hundreds of yéars ago, and even more
receutly, were thought to be impracticable are
now established facts. Regarding arbitration,
I want to know whether the Government are
vnder tlie impression that the population of
this State is maide up entirely of thosze who
arc engager in primary industries. The Gov-
ernment seem to be unconscious of the fact
that there are in the commumity tens of thou-
sands of men aud women wage-carmers de-
pending for their living -upon their daily or
weekly wages, and while the Gzovernment have
provision in théir policy this year, and have
had it every year since they have been in
office, for amendments to legislation dealing
with primary industries, particularly with ve-
gard to agriculture—and rightly so too, be-
cause it i3 mecessary. to keep on ameudmg
those Acts every year as we find by experi-
ence that amendments should be made—the
Government should not forget that this com-
munity is not compoged entirely of that sec-
tion, but that there are tens of thousands of
pepple whose interests can only bhe attended to
by amending those Aets to which I have re-
ferred.  Take the case of the Arbitration
Court: the court sits solemnly for weeks hear-
ing the most elaborate evidence with regard
to the cost of living in order that it might be
gnided towards fixing a rate of wage in ae-
cordance with the sftatute which lays down
that the wage shall be sufficient for a man,
hiz wife and three children to live in reason-
able comfort. But after spending weeks of
time at a cost of hundreds and in some cases
thousands of pounds to the organisation con-
cerned, and after hearing evidence and ﬁxmg
a 1\*age. in aceordance with the cost of living
at that particular time, the fact that the cost
of living increases on the day or in a week
after the award is delivered by an amoint in
execss even of the increase granted. renders
the whole work of the court absolutely futile.
Congequently the employees eoncerned are pre-
cisely where they were bhefore they went to
the court. :

Hon. T. Walker: Or worse off.

Hon, P, COLLTER: In faet, they are often

‘worse off. It has often happened that when |

an increase of 6d4. or ls. a Aday bhas been
granted, the inerease in the cost of living
has been double that amount. That is the
reasen Why thousands of employees in indus-
trial life have lost confidence in the Arbitra-
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tion Court. The award of the ‘Arbitration
Court usually binds them down to twelve
months, two years,. or sometiries-tliree years,

and employees find that the wages awarded to .

them when the cost of living was at a certain

Tate is no longer sufficient to allow them to .

live in reasonable comfort. When they ap-
proach the employers for an inerease, they
are informed that they are bound by the
award of the court which has been fixed for
twelve months or some longer period, but that
they might make an application for an in-
crease when the award has expired. Can it
be wondered that these men decline to.carry
on until the expiration of an award? Can it
be wondered that these men take the matter
into their own hands by resorting to what is
ealled direct action? Iu my opimion one of
the most effective remedies—I do not think
there is any real remedy; all we can hope to
dg by legislation of this kind is to avoid the
possibilities of friction and dispute here and

there as much as we possibly can—is to have

awardy fixed on & sliding scale, so that when
4 union has spent time and money in obtain-
ing an award, its members will know that if
the cost of living increases im the following
week or month by an amount equal to 6d. or
1s. or 25 a day, their wages will rise auto-
matically. That is the only logical viewpeint
we can take at the present time.

Mr. Pickering: Should not ‘that ctt both

ways?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Certainly, and the em:

ployees would be quite content to aecept it
on the basis that it should cut both ways.
I do not say that it should operate ouly one
way. If the eourt fized 15s. a day as a fair
wage at the present cost of living for work
in a certain industry, and the eost of living
increased, the rate of pay should automati-
eally increase in order that the workers might
Jive in the same standard of comfort; and if
the cost of living decreased, the sliding scale
would operate accordingly.

Mr. Pilkington: You would need some
tribunal to fix the amount by which commeo-
dities had increased.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes.

Mr. Pilkington: Then wipe out the ecurt
and have that tribunal sitting all the time.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I believe the Arbitra-
tion Court adopts the policy of accepting
‘‘Knibbs’’ as ita authority on the cost of
living, but whether we accept °¢Knibhs’?
or some other anthority, the wages wonld
operate in aecordance with the cost of living.

Mr. Pilkington: A basic wage. .

Hor, P. COLLIER: Yes, going either up
or down in accordance with the movement in
the eost of Living, .

Mr. Davies: There is one union, the cer-
tifieated engine-drivers, working unnder that in
this State. )

Hon. P. COLLIER: But only recenmtly, I
believe.

Mr. Davies: Sinee last May.

Hon. P. QOILIER: In any case the

Arbitration. Aet, as it exists today, is
obsolete and owt of date. The Gov-
ernment must realise this faet, and I
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hope there will ‘be sufficient influence
amongst réprésentatives of industries on
the Government ‘side of the Hobuse to gt
pinending legislation .introduced this session.
It is of no use talking produce, produce, pro-
duée, when production is all’ the time heing:
hampered and held up by industrial disputes
on all hands. Such disputes will éontitiue to
take place, and in my opinion they will in-
crease and multiply in the next twelve months
unless legislation of this kind is introduced
this session. I know the feelings that exist
in many organisations in thig State. I have
recently received letters from scores of them,
inclusive of the biggest uinons which bhave
always been recognised as unions which
adopted a moderate course, and which have
never had the question of direet action iw
their programmes, urging me to endéavour
to secure an amendment of the Arbitration
Act in the direction I have indicated. Tail-
ing this the men comprising these unions will
be forced to take direet action. They realise
that the unions which resort to direct action
and ignore the Arbitration Court are suceceed-
ing. Very often these unions have only to
strike, or even to threaten to strike, in order
to secure sufficient of what they demand to
satisfy them and induee them to continue at
work., This is nmot fair to the unjons which,
are loyal to the Arbitration Adt, and which
pursue their eallings in conformity with the
Act. They have to wait six or twelve months
and spend a large amount of their funds in
order to get awards, while others are sue-
eeeding by the other method. [ hope the
Premier will consider this aspect and en-
deavour to bring the Arbitration -Act, the
Workers’ Gompensation Act, and other stat-
utes that affect the daily life of the wage-
earners, up -to date and 'in line with the
latest thought and experience, just as he is
doing in connection with legislation for the-
henefit of those engaged in tha agricultural
jndustry and in primary production. I must
now refer to the aspect of the Government's
administration  which is tbe outstanding
feature of their failure—the finances. Be:
fore dealing with this guestion, I should like
to express my uiter surprise at the fact that
the House has not met until practically the
middle of August and the Government have
been carrying on withowt the authority of
Parliament sinee the end of June, The Gov-
ernment mnst have expended already some
hundreds of thousands of pounds without'
Parliamentary authority, and we are to-day
diseussing the Address-in-reply and the. Pre-
mier has not introduced a Supply Bill. True,
he gave notice this affernocon of his inten-
tion to introduce a Supply Bill to-morrow,
but it should have been his first duty om
meeting the Houge, even if it were the open-
ing day, to secure Parliamentary authority
for the expenditnre of public funds. The
faet that the Premier can look upon the’
mafter in this lackadaisical way is evidence
that he and the Government have entirely
loat control of our finances. It is indicative
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.of the attitude of the Government towards
the finances of the State. Not only have the
. ‘Government lost control.of the finances, but
Parliament has lost ‘control of them. The
. same thing applies to, members of this Cham-
"ber, and the majority who support the Gov-
ernment. Apparently .no one cares. There
.-was a time, when Governments had deficits,
that the fact was proclaimed from the house-
tops, and when members of this House, and
the public of Western Australia, were never -
permitted for ome week to forget the faet
,that we were aceymulating a defieit. That
-ig now altered. I do not know whether it is
by reason of the .faet that the people of -
this State have become accustomed to the
expenditure of large sums of money.
. Federal Government have been spending tens
.of millions. Governments througheut Aus-

tralia have, during the war period and since, .

expended huge sums of money. It appesrs
to me that the public, who after all have to ,
earry the burden and pay for the malag- |
ministration of our finances, or-the want of

capacity in their handhng, ‘have become s0..
aecustomed to the position that they are now |

indifferent ns t¢ what may -happen. The
Bpeech is not quite-silent on the question -of
finances. It says—

You will be further invited to consider
proposals with a view to bringing: the an-
unal revenue and erpeudlture into closer
aceord.

Only that and nothing more! There is not
evenr, a2 has. been the practice in the past,
tho statement that ‘‘the condition of our
finances is cansing wmy advisers grave
-anxiefy.’?
Mr, Munsie: It has become too stale.
Hon. P. COLLTER: To the Premier and
his colleagues the position causes no
unxiety. Let us even cut out the figures
contained in the Speech. The only informa-
ton given in it i the total revenue for the
year and the total expenditurg, and- even
‘the amount of the defieit itself is not speci-
fied.
*  Hon. W. ¢. Angwin: They are not going
- to advertise that from the housetops.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the Government-

intend to introduee proposals-to bring the
apnual reévenue and expenditure inte eloser
aceord, '

Mr. Pickering: That is a sign of optim-
ism.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There iz need for it,
becanse the revenue and expenditure have

heen greatly estranged during the last two
or three years; so much so that it will re-

‘quire a great deal of taet and diplomacy
4o bring them into’ accerd again. ~ There
can be no proper consideration of the fin-
ances unless the figures are kept steadﬂy
before the publie.

The Premier: We did our best for five
- years.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And with a certain
degree of success. I believe the faet that
the. hon. meniber and his colleagues kept the

The .

ar-

financial position ever before the country,
S gided by -the Pregs of Western Australia, is
* Tespénsitle for their being on the Govern-
*ment benthes to-ay. But-a strange silesce
has . now settled down in those quarters
-«ffom which, in years gonme -by, we heard so
much regarding the_ deficit. They never
refer to it mnow, ‘anid not even a parasgraphi
appears in our newspapers on the subject,
“'and searcely a Government supporter ever
comments on the position of our finances.

The Premier: They are constantly refer-

ring to it.

. Hon. P. COLLIER: The whole question
has dropped into oblivion.

The Premier: No fear!

Hon. P. COLLIER: A Natmna.l Liberal-
Country lndependent Party Government may
havée a hnge deficit but the State is
comparatively well off, and a Labour Gov-
- ernment may have a comparatively small
deficit and the reverse he the position, Two
“years ago the then Treasurer (the member
" for Irwin) speaking in this Chamber upon
the. finances said: *"The State is right up
against it.’’ We are further up against it
.. now to the extent of £1,300,000.

- . Davies: It shows ‘what a marvellous
Sta.te this is.

"Hon, P. COLLIER: We are up against it
to the tune of £1,300,000 more than we were
when  the member for ITwin made that state-
ment. Just prior to the Premier coming
into office in April, 1919, the ‘‘West Aus-
trglian,’’ dealing with the finaneial posi-
tion, said—

We want Treasurers and Leads of de-
. partments - who will put the pogition
frankly and squarely before the country;
who will stress it time and again, ijill the
sense of it enters into the inner conseicus-
" .. ngas of the people.

-T make no apology, therefore, for endeavour-
ing to give effect to that policy to-night in

my endeavour to stress it time and again.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Have they said any-
thing about it sinee?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do mnot know that
it has had too imueh prominence since.

Mr. Munsie: It Has been stated that there
was a deficit in Queecunsiand.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are kept well
posted as to the operations of the Labour
Government in Queensland.

The Premier: I will bet you cannot men-
-tion the Queensgland deficit.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I saw an arti¢le in a
newspaper which supports the Premier.

The Premier: It does not say the amount.

Hon., P. COLLIER: This was last year,
and the paper .waa dwelling on the condition
of the.finances in Queensland, and showing
that the country was.going to ruin. It stated
that the deficit was £360,000, that the Gov-
_.ernment were mnot disturbed, and yet the
" fact was quite overlooked that we had a

© Aeficit of four million pounds in our own

State.
t The ‘Premier: What is the
"Queensland to-day?

deficit ‘in



Hon. P. COLLIER: It is mot anywhere

approaching the deficit the Premier bhas
achieved during the time he has heen in
office.

The Premier: I will tell you that is not
80,
Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members cannot
make wagers here.

Fan. P. COLLIER: In order to bring the

gituation clearly before the minds of hon,

members let me briefly trace the result of
our finanecial operations during recent years.

The Premier: We will do the aame,

Houn. P. COLLIER:
any comparison the Premier may make as
to the results of the operations of the Lab-
our Government as compafed with those of
the Government in office during the past
four years.

. Mr., Nairn: Neither of you is proud of
it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I was not altogether
proud of it myself when we were in office
and had a deficit, hut in ecomparison with

the achievement of our friends opposite I-

am proud of it. Begimning with the year
1811, when the Premier’s party went out of
office and Labour came in, there was a gmall
sorplus of about £13,000, It was the one
period when the finances had been square
for a long term of years

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Before that there
were big deficits.

Hon. P. COLLIER: At the end of June,
1911, there was this smafl surplus. Labour
came into office and continued for nearly five
years, and when we went out of office at
the end of July, 1916, we had accumulated
a deéficit of £1,360,000.

..Hon. W. C. Angwin: We had droughts and
two years of war.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I need not refer to the
conditions. We have had a hountifal harvest
lately, but it does not seem to have mater-
ially affected the financial position. Our
average deficit for the five years was, there-
fore, £270,000 a year. We were turned ount
of office by our friends opposite, mainly be-
eause of the activities of - the Premier and

those associated with him in endeavouring®

to show our incapacity for handling the fin-
ances of the State. For years T sat and lis-
tened to my hon. friends now sitting oppos-
ite, and heard thém predieting ruin and bank-
ruptey for this State unless Labour was
turned out of office, all biecause of the man-
nér in which it handled the finanees. It was
on that score that the present Government
obtained office. "What bas been the result?
The first Liberal Government, under the lead-
ership of the member for Moore (Sir H. B.
Lefroy), during the finaneial year 1816-17 ac-
cumulated a deficit, in round figures, of
£700,000. . ]

Mr. Underwood: And they have kept it
up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have been re-
markably consistent ever gince, That defieit
was more than double the defieit for the last
year during which we were in officé.

I am not afraid oﬂ‘
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The Premier: What about the year be-
foret ’

Hon, P. COLLIER: OQur deficit was
£348,000. ’ )

Mr. Underwood:
average.

Hon., P, COLLIER: In the following year
of the Lefroy Administration the Govern-
ment excelled their performance of the pre-
vious . year, for the total deficit of 1917-18
was £705,743. The defieit for the year 19I8-
19 was £652,015, and for the year which
closed on the 30th June last it was £668,224.
For the four years during which they were in
office our friemds opposite had a deficit rang-
ing from £650,000 to £700,000, each year,
more than double the amount of our deficit
during the last year we were in office, Ap-
parently it does not matter what the consti-
tution of the Government is, whether it is
changed from Liberal into Natiohal, or mixed
up into a Liberal-National Government,
or changed into a Liberal-National-Labour-
National-Liberal Government, or a National-
Liberal-Country Party-Independent Govern-
ment, the results have been the same for the
past four years, I think it will be admitted,
in these circumstances, that they have a joint
and several liability.

The Premier; You are not blameless in the
matter. . i .

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am- blameless so
far as the last four years are concerned.

The Premier: Oh no!

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes. I abaolutely de-
cline, while sitting on this side of the House,
te accept any responsibility for the adminis-
trative acts of my hon. friends opposite. They
may say that they have been faced with cir-
cumstances over which they had no control.
I am sorry the Minister for Mings is not here
because, according to the Premier, he was
one of those who set the State on the road:
to ruin.

The Premier; I did not say ‘‘the road to
ruin.’’

Hon, P. COLLIER: He was the very man
regponsible for that, and yet the Premier
went ont of his way to take-him info his Gov-
ernment when he was not even a member of
this Chamber. He said, ‘‘Ciéme in and help
the Government.’” The Premier cannot deny
that he said it was the result of the work
of the Government, of which the Mirister
for Mines was the leader, that the State was
landed in its present condition., In order
to redeem the State from that positicon the
Premier brings into his Cabinet the very man
responsible for sending it there. Iz that the
argument of the Premier? .

Mr, Johnston: There being no one else
snitable amongst hon, members.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Tt was a grave Te-
flection on members sitting 'on the cross
benches.

Mr. Pickering. And it was duly resented.

It was three times ounr

Mr. Munsie: It was an error of judgment
on the Premier’s part:
Hon. P. COLLIER: This defieit of

£1,360,000, of four years age, has wow in-
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-eaged . to £4,193,000, an addition to the ae-
infuldted deficit of exaetly 23, million
ounds,  We have also started off in the new
nancial year with a deficit of £106,000. The
‘overnment have fairly lost control of the
nances, if they ever had it. What are their
apporters going to do about it¥ What are
Il those responsible for bringing the Gov.
mment into office and keeping them there,
nd who joined with them in the cry of finan-
ial ruiit a few years ago, proposing to do
bout it¢ Do they believe, as apparently the
overnment believe, that this condition of
fiairs can continue indefinitely® Do the Gov-
rmment believe that the State can continue
) drift to leeward to the extent of £700,000
year? It means that we shall have to in-
rease -taxation. . ‘
The Premier: It is entirely due-to the in:
estment of horrowed money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not entirely due
» that. The Premier will see that the in-

reased amount he has had to find, for the’

gt financial year for interest and sinking
und was only £80,000 over that of the pre-
ious year, That does not account for the
ifference. )

The Premier: We are losing £400,000 an-
wally on the railways.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That is because of
he ineapable administration. There is no at-
empt to economise. There is only one thing
hat is clear to anybody who considers the
aatter for five minutes and it is that the
iovernment, not only the present Govern-
1ent, but the Government who have been in
fice for the past four years, have allowed
he finances to drift without the slightest at-
empt at economy. There has been an in-
reased expenditure each year right along the
ine in every department. ‘A comparison of
he Estimates will show that. .

The Premier: We paid £400,000 in wages
nd salaries more than +was paid the year
efore. C

Hon. P. COLLIER: And I shall show the
>femier how much more he received in taxa-
ton. The difference in the deficit created by
ny friends opposite each year, and the de-
icit the Labour Government had,  does not
mtirely sum up the position, because whilst
he present Government have doubled the de-
ieit they have received double the amount in
lireet taxation. I will guote some figures,

The Premier: Due to prosperity.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is not a matter of
vhat it is due to. The faet is that the Treas-
irer has had the wioney, and having had the
pondy he has not been able to show results
n the total figures at the end of the year. Tn
0815-16, the last year of the Labour Govern-
nent in power, the Btate received £47,716
‘rom land tax. Last year there was received
246,425 or £1,291 less. With regard to in-
sgme tax, in the last year of the.administra-
jon of the Lzbour Government, the amount
aceived was £91,664, while last year income
ax produced £271,384, or an increase of
:179,720.

- The Premier: Due to prosperity.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It does not matter
what it i5 due to. I will iell the Premier what
it is due to; it is duwe to the amendment of
the Tneome Tax Aet passed by this Chamber
when the exemption was wiped out and prae-
tically every.wage earnmer petting £2 a week:
was taxed. The big increase is Que to the faet
that the large army of wage earners have
paid tazation during the past four years,

Mr. Pilington: The whole tax was raised.

Hon., P. COLLIER, And the exemptions
were lowered. But it matters not for my
argument where the money comes from.
What I am endeavouring to show is that the
Government should have shown - better re-
sults because they have received so much
money by way of revenue. Dividend duty in
the last year of our administration yielded
£103,584 and last year it produced £144,748
or £41,164 more than four years ago.

The Premier: More prosperity. .

" Hon. P. COLLTER: The totalisator tax in
our last year of office produced £12,442 while
last year it gave £45,911, or an increase in
that tax alone of £33,469. Stamp duties—
and this is on¢ oi the items in whieh the Gov-
ernment has piled on taXation—produced in
‘our last year of office £64,857, while last year -
the total was £173,533, or an inecrease in the
four years of over £108,676.

Mr. Pilkington: Al the taxes were in-
creased.

Mr. Huodson: By this House,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Of course they were
incrensed by the House. I am not saying the

- Premier is taking money without authority.

Mr. Pilkington: You are not saying it is
due to prosperity. .

Hen, P. COLLIER: Prosperity would mean
that an inereased amount was obtained while
the incidence of the tax remained as it was.
As a matter of fact the total amount received
from direet taxation in 1916 was £407,996
and last year -it was £844,197, or an inecrease
for the four years from taxation alone of
£436,201, This iz how it affects the tax-
payer. The increased amount is due to the
fact that the party sitting on the Minigterial
benches have increased the income tax, the
dividend duties, the totalisator tax, stamp
dutieg—-+ . :

Mr, Brown: They even increased their own
salaries. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have increased

"direct taxation in four years to the exient

of over £436,000. That would not be so bad
if as a result they were able to say, ‘‘We
were foreed to do it to sguare the finances.’’
But look at the weault! Whilst doubling
direct taxation the Government have also
doubled the defieit. That is where their
incapacity comes in. That is the position as
it stands to-day. Duting last year alone
the Premier reccived £215,000 more from
direet taxation tham was received .in the pre-
vious year. We have now this position, that
thére has been received for the financial year
which has just closed no less than £918,650
more than was received. by their predecessors -
in the year before.
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The Premier: Principally from the Trail-
ways. . .
Hon. P. COLLIER: It does' not matter
where it came from. I have shown already
that substantial sums were veceived from
direet taxation. The Premier also received
£90,000 more than was received in the pre-
vious year from the Fremantle Harbour
Trust. He has been fortunate eiough to
receive close upon a million pounds more in
revenue than was received the year before,
and he is not able to show any improvement
in the year’s operations. As a matter of fact
- he shows an increased deficit compared with
that of the previgus year. What' does that
indicate on the face of it. Any Treasurer
fortunate enough'to have a awelling reveune,
finding that it is increasing to the extent of
one million pounds in the year, would. en-
deavour to keep a tight hold on hia expendi-
ture, snch a tight hold as would enable him
to bring the revenue and expenditure mozre.
closely in acecord, to nse his own term.

The Premier: Do you not admit the in-
ereased cost of rumning the railways and the
trading concerns?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will deal with the-

ratlways presently. The Premier -ece ved
£660,000 more than he estimated he would
receive,

The Premier: On both sides of the ledger.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That shows that the
Government have no hold on the expendi-
ture. Any Treasurer fortunate enough to
have his estimate exceed by over half a mil-
lion ponnds, and the amount he receives al-
most & million pounds more than the revenue
of the previous year, wonld at any rate sce
that the expenditure was curtailed to such
an extent as to more closely balance the
ledger -at the end of the year, Notwithstand-
ing the " fact that ithe party at present in
office are responsible for doubling the taxa-
tion on the people of the country, and are
responsible for increasing the burden by
indireet taxation in the way of inereased
charges for services rendered, all they ecan
show is that they have accumulated a deficit
of £4,100,000, or in their four years of office
a total of 23 million pounds. I want to ask
the Premier in all sineerity, having regard
to the result of their administration com-

pared with that of the five years of the.

Labour Government, whether he is not
ashamed of the ery which was raised at the
time the Labour party were in office.

The Premier: Certainly not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are told in. one line
of the Speech—in fact the whole subject is
dismissed with one line—— '

Mr. Underwood: I would not give it a line
if I had anything to do with it.

Hon., P. COLLIER: The hon. member is
responsible for a portion of this expenditure,
hé cannot get rid of the respomsibility by
claiming himself independent to-day. 1 did
expect to see, now that the hon. member- hias
been mnearly 12 months oui of the Govern-
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water rates.

ment, some better results from last year’:
financial operations.

My. Underwood: I will tell you how to cu
it down when I speak.. .

Hon, P, COLLIER: The hon. member dic
not tell his colleagues how to eut it dowr
when he was associated with them. If h
did .they did not listen to him. The expendi
ture will mot be cnt down by sqnandering
money all round the place, it will not be ent
down by throwing away £17,000 on the. hlack
legs who worked on the Fremantle wharf
it. will not be eut down by the expenditure o
£6,000 on special constables to walk abou
the streets of Kalgoorlie after the settlemend
of the strike, nmor by the expenditure ol
£1,700 on a vindictive prosecution of 12 or 1t
men who were brought from Kalgoorlie i
Perth for trial. v )

Mr. Underwood: There are other ways in
which expenditure can be cut down.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are too numeron:
to mention, as the auctioneer says when he
is selling chattels, TIf we go on at this rate
we shall have to inercase taxation each yzm
to the extent of about £200,000 in orde
to cover the interest bill on the deficit. W
are fast approaching that stage when therc
will not be sufficient revenue left to pay fol
public service. I shall refuse to give this
Government any incredased takation heeause,
as they =aid when they sat on this side of ‘the
House, it will be providing more money <
squeander. We have given them £400,00{
in four years, and with what result¢ It is
time that the House put its foot down
and said that the Government should
have no more money until they brought
down a definite policy by which the posi:
tion of the finances could be rectified,
Troes the Premier thirk that he is going tc
gail along and talk ‘‘Produce’’ and settle
the finances of the State by that methodt
1t cannot be done, because before we have
reached that stage of production e shall
probably be bankrupt.

The Premier: I daresay we shall be bank-
rupt if we have strikes upon strikes. There
were 24 weeks of shipping strike last year.

Hen, P, COLLIER: The hon. member was
not responsible for the shipping strike, but
he had a strike of his own for which he did
have some regponsibility.

The Premier: Not at all,

Hon. P. COLLIER:: How do the Govern-
ment propose to meet the situation? We have
a hint of taxation in the Governor’s Speech.
What form is that faxation going to taked
The Government cannot increase the income
tax; they cannot inerease the dividend Aduties;
they camnot inecrease the stamp duties. All
those forms of taxation have reached their
limit at the present time. I presume the
Government are not going to impose a tax
of a halfpenny or a penny on the amuse-
ments of the children, and this on top of the
Federal tax, They are surely not going to
increase the charges for services remdered in
the way of railway freights, tram fares, and
What is the policy of the Gov-



ernment with regard to the matter? In none
of those directions which I have mentioned
can State taxes be increased, because, coming
ag they do on the top of Federal taxes, they
would in many instances create a very heavy
burden on the people. I want to tell the
Premier one direction in which he can raise
more money, and it is a direction which will
have the support of the majority of members
of this House. From the figures which I
have quoted it will be seen that the one fax
from which no additional revenue has been
obtained in recent years, indeed for very
many years, is the land tax. That is the tax
to which the Government must have recourse
in order to meet the difficulties in which they
find themselves. It ia a tax that will be sup-
ported by members on this side of the House,
and also by all members on the cross benches.
As a fact, two-thirds of the members of
this Assembly are pledged to it. A mem-
ber of the Country party shakes his head, but
the hon. member has his instruetions from
that conferenee which sat last year, and I
believe those instructions will be remewed
during the present week.

Mr. Maley: That tax will be turned down.

Hon, P. COLLIER: ‘‘The wish was
father to the thought.’”” The hon. member
comes from one of those districts which bave
sent aleng notices of motion to rescind the
tesolution of last year, the old settled dis-
triet of Northampton and Greenough, where
land values are high, higher perhaps than
they ought to be, and where the residents de-
gire that values shouid be kept high. The
notiee to rescind the resolution has reached
the agenda paper of the farmers’ and set-
tlers’ eonference from such places as North-
ampton, Greenough, Katanning, Wagin, Bal-
ingup—all old settled places where men have
secured comfortable properties, the value of
which is inecreasing each year, and not en-
tirely by reason of the efforts of the owmers
themselves, but by reason of the development
of the State. In other words, those owners
want fo reap the benefit of inereased values
created by the commmnity. The men who
went out and blazed the track and created
the Mnurchison goldfields also ecreated indus-
tries hundreds of miles from Greenongh and
Northampton, which industries created the
enhanced values of the Greenough and North-
ampton lands. .

Mr. Maley: There are many of those men
seftled in my district, old pioneers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Those pioneers of
the Murchison, hundreds of miles away, in-
creased the value of land in the cities, What
has increased the value of land in Perth? Are
not the mining and the agricnltural indus-
tries and others carried on. in various parts of
the State? DPerth being the eapital ¢ity, the
value of the land here has increased without
any cffort on the part of ita owners, I know
that our friends opposite, or a great number
of their supporiers, imagine that Jand values
taxation will be paid mainly by the man upon
the land. But that is not so, as is evident
from the figures supplied by the last report
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of the Commissioner of Taxzation. The re-
port sets out that the area liable to tax on
unimproved value at the rate of 344. in the
pound ’ )

The Colonial Secretary: More than half
of it is outside the metropolitan area.

Hen, P, COLLTER: No. .The unimproved
valne of metropolitan land from Midland
Junction to Fremantle taxed at 144. repre-
sents £5,480,451, and the unimproved value
of similar land taxed at 1d. represents
£1,555,760, or a total of £7,036,211.

The Aitorney General: What is the per-
centage of the tax raised in the metropolitan
area a8 against the other?

Hen. P. COLLIER: Country lands, alien-
ated or in process. of alienation, taxed at 34d.
or 1d. are valued at £6,701,760 as agajmst the
£7,036,211 I have previously mentioned. The
percentages of land tax imposed are: Metro-
politan and suburban 44 per cent,, goldfields
towns 1.1 per cent., other towns 6.7 per cent,,
rural lands 40.3 per cent., pastoral 7 per
cent, In the metropolitan area it is 44 per
cent. as againgt rural land 40 per cenmt.

The Colonial Seeretary: Not a big differ-
ence.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but it is in favour
of the Oity.

Mr. Troy: As it ought to be.

Mz, Pilkington: The City would pay much
more per head than the rural tazpayer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but the pereent-
agre is 44 in the metropolitan area as against
40 in the rural. This is the only .form of
taxation we have which hag not been adjusted
in recent years to meet the altered position
of .affairs. It is the only tax we have that
hag remained stationary. I say that a paltry
£46,000 2 year received from the unimproved
value of land in thig country is something
entirely inadequate. That iz the Airection in
which the Government will have to turn for
taxation now. Not only is it equitable taxa-
tion, but if recourse had been had to such
taxation in the first instance during recent
years, the Premisr would not now be faced
with the heavy deficit on the railways of
which he complaing, Why are the railways
alowing a loss of £370,000 per annum?$

The Premier: Because there are too many
people in the cities,

Hon, P. COLLIER: If tha hon. gentlemon
will introduce tazation that will meke avail-
able to our people the better class of land
adjacent to our existing railways within rea-
sonable distance of the City, it will be an in-
ducement to the people ta go eut of the City.
Western Australia is to-day the most over-
built State in the Commonwealth in point of
railway construction. ‘We have about five
times the mileage per head that New South
Wales has, and about three and a half times
the mileage of Victoria. We have long arms
of railways reaching into the South-West, and
into the Great Southern district; and to the
goldfields, and running through land for the
most part idle. No ome who has travelled
along the Great Southern line from say York
southward, or aleng the South-Western rail-
way, but must recognise that hardly 10 per
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_cant. of the land is under cultivation or being
profitably used. .

. Mr. Maley: Could not you bring’ that land
more quickly into use by raiging the assess-
ment on unimproved land on the present land
tax basis?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We could raise the
assessment, but I think the more eguitable
way is to increase the amount of the tax,
Then we should not have men holding large
areas of good land out of use.

The Premier: Do you knrow what the taxa-
tion amounts to now, Federal and State and
roads board?

HBon. P. COLTLIER: I know there iz mo
Federal tax on properties worth less than
£5,000. Therefore the Premier’s interjection
would refer only to larpe ostates. But the
fact remains that owners of property in the
City bave had the value of their land in-
ereased during the past 20 or 25 years by
enormous sums. Those increases have been
doe, not to any effort on the part of the
owners, but to the expenditure of publie
funds in the construetion of railways, water
supplies, and harbours, and in the general
development of onr mining and agricultural
areas ‘by the men producing in the various
industries.

Mr. Underwood: Land has not inereased in
value in Perth during the last 20 years.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The value of my land .

increased even last year. The position, it
seems to me, is that the majority of the House
is pledged to increase land taxation. As a
fact, on the agenda paper of the farmers’ and
setilers’ conferemee meeting this week there
appear several notices of motion to censure
members of the Country party for not having
pressed forward that reform sinee it was
agreed to last year by the conferemce. Ap-
parently the resolution in favour of that re-
form is going to be reconsidered by the pre-
sent eonference. Snch is the sense of obliga-
tion that certain hon. members have towards
their conferences. A conference meets and
instructs members to proceed along <certain
lines. The members sit down.for a year and
do nothing, in the hope that the conference
of nexi year may change its mind.

Mr, Johnston: The reform you speak of is
. not in the platform; it is only a pious wigh,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon, member inter-
jecting is in a very happy position indeed.
I am glad to have the hon. member’s admis-

sion that resolutions of his party’s confer-

ence in favour of land taxation and ofber
reforms are only pious wishes.

Mr. Johnston: That is so.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Pions wishes not in-
tended to be taken seriously.

Mr. Jolinston: We are bound only by the
platform.

_ Hon. P. COLLIER: These resolutions, then,
merely represent a playing up to that section
of the public who believe in these particular
reforms. Perhaps that conduet deserves to
catch a few votes, :

Mr. Johnaton: The rteform is not portion

of the Country party’s platform.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member will
Lave an opportunity of explaining.
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Mr. Troy: To conference.

Iion. P. COLLIER: T know one or two
delegates to that conference who are enthusi-
agtically in favour of this partienlar form of
taxation, aud I will see if they have not suffi-

- ¢ient influence to have the member for

Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) brought
up daring the week.

Mr, Johnston: Like the hon. member’s
party; we are bonnd only by the platform at
the time being. .

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do not think the
hon, member’s party are bound by anything.

Mr. Pickering: Oh yes, we are!

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that is so, they are
certainly bound to this reform, Now I should
like to-say a word or two regarding another
form of taxation imposed by the Government
since the last session closed. I have already
shown the ineresses in direct tazation; but,
in addition, the Government have. burdened a
section of the community——

The Premier: You are wrong.

Hon. P. COLLIER: With increased tixa-
tion to the extent, according to their .own
figures, of about £250,000 for the year, T

want to know from the Premier why it was

that the railway freights and fares were in-
creased withont the anthority of Parliament
and without consulting Parliament.

The Premier: Because we increased the
wages. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: The wages were in-
creaged last ¥ear, or two months before Par-
linment closed. The Government knew what
théy had to face, and although the guestion
was brought up in this House on more than
one oceagion before the close of the session,
and the Government were asked whether they
intended to increase the railway freights or
not, no indication whatever was given that
they intended so to do.

The Premier: How would you make up
this increase of wages and costs?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not complaining
of that., Before DParliament cloged Iast
sesgion——

Mr, O’Loghlen: That is the point.

Hon.. P. COLLIER: Before Parliament .
closed on the 5th December, the Government
had already agreed to these increased ratea
which were gazetted on the 15th December.

The FPremier: L do-noi know about that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But T do know. The

"mession eclosed on the 5th December, and the

Minister for Railways left Perth for Mel-
bourne on the 5th December. The increased
rates were gagzetted ten daye later, and T take
it that before the Minister for Railways left
the State, the maiter of the increase in rates
was dealt with,

The Premier; I will tell you exactly.

Hon., P. COLLIER: We heard much in
yeara gone by of the action of Labour Min-
isters——

The Premier: How could the increased
wages have been paid otherwisef
*Hon. P. COLLIER: It is an absurdity.
The Government have not the power to levy
£1 increase of direct taxation from the pock-
ets of the people except by the consent of both
Flouses of Parliament, The Government are
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not permitted to alter the ineidence of the
land tax or income taXx, not even to the ex-
tent of £F, unless they bring down a Bill and

get the authonty of Parliament to do so, and

whilst they are not permitted to do that with
regard to direct taxation, nevertheless they
are permitted to levy——

The Premier: Under the law.

Hon. P. COLLIER: To levy taxation to
the extent of £250,000.

The Premier: Under the law.

Hon, P. COLLIER: And that without eon-
sulting Parliament in any way whatever.

The Fremier: Parliament has given us that
power. :

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am wot saying that
the Government acted illegally. There is au-
thority in the Government Railways Act, for
what they have done, but that does not ab-
golve them from the moral responsibility of
informing the representatives of the people
what they intended to do. Simply because
they have that power, they are not free to
make up their minds to levy increased taxa-

tion upon one section of the eommunity to the

extent of £250,000 a year.

Mr. Yohnston: The progucing interests pay
it all.

Mr. Nairn: They do nething of the kmd.

- They pay only their share.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The produeing and
consuming “interests pay it
The Premier: Tell us how the inereased
wages eould have been met otherwise:
Hon, P. COLLIER: Why did not the Gov-
ernment afford the House an opportunity to
diseuss the increase before they imposged it%
Is that dealing with this House openly and
frankly?
The Premier: When you increased freights,
you did -not diseuss it with the House,
Hon, P. COLLIER: During our term of
office, the rates were never increased while
the Hoqse was sitting. I should regard it
as an obligation to inform the House, if the
House were sitfing, when such a decision was
arrived at, but the Government, having al-
ready demded to increase the fre1ghta, Te-
frained from taking the Houmse into their
confidence. They were not frank; they in-
creased the rates after the session closed.
They dehbera.tely waited till the session
" ¢losed in order to place on a section of the
people a burden which they knew this Hounse
would not agree to.

Mr, Underwood You have a.nother ses-
sion now.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am gdealing with
it now in the only way open to me.

The Premier: How wounld you meet the
increased wages on the railwaya?

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is not the pomt

The Premier: It is the point.
- Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the Premier per-
* gist in refusing to see the point? -

The Premier: I see thé point.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No doubt meraased
wages to railway employees, causing in-
creased expénditure,
ment to obtain increased revenme. - -

The Premier: Where from? -

requires the Govern-.
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Hen. P. COLLIER: This House should
have been afforded an opportunity to dis-
cuss the matter,

The Premier: But you agreet

Hon, P, COLLIER: I might not agree
with the incidence. I should like to kmow
what the Country party intend to do in the
matter.

Thé Premier: That is all very well.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The deputy leader of
the Country party has already spoken omn
the Address-in-reply and has not referred to
these inereases at all, although the agenda
paper of the Farmers and Settlers’ Associa-
tion conference contains resolutions demand-
ing the resignation of some members of the
Country party, who agreed to these in-
creases, and suggesting that other mhembers
of the Country party should be refuzed
nominatién at the next election for havmg
agreed to these inereases,

Mr, Pickering: We had no more oppor-
tunity to disecuss them than you had.

‘Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but the hon, mem-

- ber’s leader had.

Mr. Johnstom: The first. I knew of the

" matter was when I saw it in the mnews-

paper.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The hon member’s
leader had an opporfunity. When the in-
creases were made publie, some members of
the Country party did not agree with them.

Mr. Duff; Nobody in the party kwew any-
-thing about ‘hem,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then what are you
going to do about it?

Mr. Green: They will stand 11:.

Mr, Jones: They will stand anything.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Some mombers took
action in regard to the matter. They called
& meeting, and what was the result? We
had the spectacle of ome Minister and two
Ionorary Ministers, all members of the Coun-
try’ party, breaking the Government Rail-
ways Act in order to wriggle ont of or
justify their action. T do not-know whether
the Colonial Secretary is aware of Section
80 of the Government Railways Act, which
reads— -

Any deputation in which a mem’aer of
Parliament takes part, or at which he is
present, shall interview the Minister and
not the Commigsioner.

That section prohibits members of Parha-
ment from going by way of deputation to
the Commissioner of Raﬂways upon - any
sitbject whatever.

The Colonial Beecretary: I did »mot go to

" thé Commissioner. If is news to me to know

that we had a deputation to the Commis-
gioner.

Hon. P."COLLIER: T will leave the House
to say whether the party I am about fo men-
tion eonstitutes a deputation. In the ‘‘ West
Australian’’ of the 5th February the fol-
lowing appears under the hea.dmg ‘‘Fares
and Preights™':—

* The effect of the mcreases in fretghts

and the alterations in the fares over. the

Govemment railways has been., reeelvmg



¢onsiderdtion at the hands of the Coun-

‘iry' party and farmers. generally. On

Tuesday last the Ministerial members of

the party—the ‘Colonial Seeretary, (Mr.

3, Broun), ‘the Honorary Minister for

Tands (Mr. F. E. 8. Willmott), the Hon-

ora’y Minister for Agriculture (Mr, {

F. Baxter), and the leader of the Country

party (Mr, T. H. Harrison), conferred

with the Aecting Commissioner of Rail-
ways (Colonel Pope), and discussed with
him the éffect of the imposts, the relative
proportion of the inereased burden borme
by the people in the metropolitan area

-anl those in the country districts, and

other -aspects of the problem. When seen

yesterday, Mr, -Harrison declined to make
any -statement regardifg the discussion.

Mr., O’Loghlen: Wise old chap!

‘Hdn. P. COLLIER: The paragraph econ-
tinues—

Tt i3 ‘understood, however, that a meeting

of the exeeutxve of the Farmers and Set-

tlers’ Association will be held on the 11th

January, at which the matter will be con-

gidered, and at that meeting members of

the Country party are entitled to attend.

The Colonial Secretary: You surmise that
‘is 'a deputation?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is it not a deputa-
“tiom? ’

The Colonial Secretary: You surmise that
we ‘went to the Commlssuoner s office and.
waited upon him?%

Hon. P. COLLIER: For wha.t purpose?

The Colonial Beeretary: Do you surmise
that it is sot What reason have you for
saymg ﬁhat wag a {deputation?

Hon. P. COLLIER: What was it?

The Colonial Seeretary: Do you suppose
‘we went ‘to the Gomrmsamner 3 office and
'Waited on him$¥

‘Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes.

Mr. O’Loghlen: ‘Or that you ealled the
‘Commissioner to your office.

“The Colonial Secrefary: Tt was 'a eonfer-
.ence.

‘Hon. P. COLLIER: T will be glad to have
a definition of ‘‘conference’’ and of ‘‘depu-
tation.’” What right had the leader of the
Country party to meet the Commissioner of
Railways in corference? He was not entitled
to do so. T am not entitled to hold a confer-
ance with the Commissioner. Yet we have the
'Colom}il Secrétary -permitting this gort of
‘thing. ‘He does not know the Aet. He says
a member of this House is entitled to meet
‘the Commissioner of ‘Railways in conference.

"The ‘Uolonial Seerctary: Absolutely justi-
“fied in doing so.

Hon. P. COLLTER: He is nof.

Mr. Johnston: Only by himsélf; not with
another man.

Hon. P, COLLIER: They met the’ Com-
misgsioner -in conference to disenss this “in-
creased taxation. What aspect of it did they
-discuss? Did they discuss the question with

.-a view to finding from -the Commissioncr
whether the Government wWere justified in the
' agtion they had taken? "The Minidter him-
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self and two colleagues sat ih Cabinet and
approved. of these increases. Whether they
approved of them personally or net I do not
kiow, but Cabinet approved of them. Then
the mester and his two colleagues six
weeks afterwards saw the Commissioner and
diseussed with him whether the action they
had already taken wag justified or met.

The Colanial Secretary: Nothing of the
kind.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then what was the
purpose of the disenssion

The Colonial Secretary: Never mind.

Hon. P, COLLIER: This sghows what a
senge of the responsibility of his office the
Minister has. He comsiders that he is en-
titled to take along the leader of the Country
party and to hold a conference with the
Commissioner of Railways.

The Premier: We will take you along to-
Morrow.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would have no right
whatever to confer with the Commissioiier of
Railways with regard to increased railway
freights imposed by the present Government.
Neither has the leader of the Country party
any such right nor any other member,

Mr. Maley: Not if you wanted to gain
some information?”

Hon. P. COLLIER: To gain information!

Mr, Majey: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the hon. member
assert- that the Colonial Secretary did right
ir approving of increased rates and then go-
ing t0 the Commigsioner to find out whether
hs was justified? The Colonial SBecretary, as
a member of the Government, approved of
the increased rates and a month later went-
along to ask the Commissioner—-—-

Hon, T, Walker: All about it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, and whether the
increases were justified.

The Premier: He had a perfect right to go
to the Commissioner.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They had mno right ‘to

.~ go to the Commissioner.

The Premier: Of course they had.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have this proces-
sion. going to see the Commissioner, the leader
of the Coumtry party in front and the Min-
isters following behind him. The Act pro-
hibits me or any other member of Parliament
from waiting as a deputation on the Com-
missioner of Railways.

The Colonial Secretary: It does nof.

‘Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
knows perfectly well that it does. T shall
be-.interested to know what zction the mem-

‘ bera of the Country party intend to take in
- order to have

these increased fares and

freights revoked. I would call altention to

‘the fact that the Act requires the amended

regulations te be placed on the Table-of ‘the
House. When this is-done, it will lie posaible

"to move t¢ have them disallowed.

Mr. Johnston: Let's do it.

'Hon. P, COLY.ITER: “The hon. member is
called upom: from 20 pla.c,es at the eon.ference
to take action. :
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The Premier: The conferenee proposes a
land tax to cover the whole thing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but the Government
go in precigely the opposite direction and will
not impose a land tax, but instead they in-
crease the railway freights, It is not to be
wondered that the conference, faced with 2
situation of this kind, is calling for a dis-
splution in the ranks of the Government.
‘We had the same position in regard to in-
creased tram fares. I remember the Minister
for Railways saying in this House, and say-
ing it dozens of times, that he was opposed
to taxing the people by way of charges for

~pervices rendered. It must be conceded at
once that charges for services rendered should
be sufficient .to cover the maintenance, up-
keep, and other expemses that ¢an be legi-
timately levied against the particular work.
It is, however, distinetly unfair for any Gov-
ernment to levy charges for services , ren-
dered which are in their nature, and in fact,
entirely a taxation of the people. Although
, the Government have perhaps grovmd for in-
.creasing railway freights, because the rail-
ways have been showing a loss of a consider-
able sum during recent years, there was no
justification in the case of tramn fares.

The Premier: The loss on railways last
year was £400,000,

Hon, P. COLLIER: It may be argued that
those who use the railways and reccive tha
services should pay a sufficient amount to
cover the cost of those serviees. That, how-
ever, does not apply to -increased tramway
fares.

The Premier: Why? :

Hon, P. COLLIER: I will tell the Pre-
Inier.

The Premier: You have knocked over your

- argument in conreetion with railway freights.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. The Government
have inereased tramway fares although the
tramways showed a profit last year of £43,608.

"Every year our tramway system has shown
4 profit since it has been acquired by the

Government, notwithstanding the fmet that

each year £10,000 has been voted for what
are termed belated repairs. KN

Mr. Munsie: T+ was £14,000 in. one year
Tor belated repairs. Co -

Hon. P. COLLIER: Last year the total
profit on tramways was over £43,000, and
-yet the fares are increased. What justifiea-
tion is there for that¥ -

Mr. Maley: I thonght they were redueed,
because of the penny sections.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Those who can take
advantage of the 1d. and 2d. sections have
had their fares decreaged at the expenze of
those who live in the outer suburba.

The Premier: No.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Taking it all round

" there has been an incresse. There is no
justification for this on the part of the Gov-
crament, seeing that the partievlar service
<coneerned is already a paying proposition.

The Premier: Tell me where the increase
bas taken plaee and when? ‘There has heen
s reduction.

[3]

Hon, P. COLLIER: Life iz too short to
say when that increase took piace. Fares
have been increased without the authority of
Parliament, It is unfair. In some instances
it costs as much az 9d. ard 104. a day to
travel on the tramways, and if the Premier
will go into the matter he will find that is
true. I wish to refer to another matter in
eonpection with the spending of public money
without asuthority. Shortly after Parliament
went into recess the Government purchased a
saw miling conceession and plant in the South-
West for £84,000. How are the Government
going to justify that aection?

The Premier: Agk the member for Collie.

Hon, P, COLLIER: He is not responsible °
for the actions of the Government. I am
not complaining of the purchase itself or
the principle involved, but I do complain,
and am justified in complaining, of the action
of the Government in doing this without the
authority of Parliament. ’

. Mr. O'Loghlen: They are arrant hypo-
crites.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The main purpose of
the Government on coming into office was to
dispose of the State trading concerns estal-
lished by the Labour Government, and they
said that these would be disposed of at the
earliest opportunity. Instead of that they are
still running these concerns. They have only
closed down the fish shops, and rather tham
dispose of these trading coneerns they have
added to them by buying a sawmill conces-
sion and ontfit without Parliamentary anth-
ority, at a cost of £84000, I well remember
the Minister for Works, who is mainly re-
sponsible for the purchase, when sitting on
this side of the House holding up the Labour
Goverument all night for having spent public
money on the purchase of ships without Par-
liamentary authority. The charge levelled
against the Government was that of acting
without Parliamentary authority, and not so
much for having entered into the business
itself. | .

My OLoghlen: They can box the compass
however they like.

Hon. P. COLIAER: And now the Gov-
ernment are going to put the State trading
concerns upon a permahent basis by appoint-
ing @ commisgioner, and they have added to
the outfit by purchasing this sawmilling con-
cession in the South-West, -

Mr. Pilkington: They have adopted the
Labounr poliey. i

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and pushed it
further than we ever pushed it. T do not
believe, if we were now om the Treasury
benches, that we could possibly further the
main principles of our policy of State trad-
ing and State enterprises, or assist it more
effectively than the Government are now
doing. In fact,.T do not think we eonld do
it as well because we should be hampered by
another place, which is apparently content
to allow this Government to de that which

it would deelinge to allow us to do.
What can be said of the . honesty
or gincerity of a Government, which
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eommes into office for the clear and speci-
fic purpose of disposing of State tradidg
congerns, but which to-day has in London a
man who is negotiating for the purchase of
more State steamships,
Serviece established by the Labour ‘Governinent -
was the particular State enterprise - which
called down the wrath of the Premier and his
colleagnes ‘upor the party eoncerned They
-gaid that these old tubs would be d:sposed of
at the first opportunity, but to-day we fidd-
the Government negotiating in London for the
purchase of still more ships. Again, ‘rather
than sell the ‘existing sdwmills, as it was the’
duty of the Government to do, in kedping
with their pledges, especially ‘wheh ldst yeat'
they had an offer which théy had not the
courage te bring before the House in’ con-
formity with the "Aect, théy have now ‘em-
barked in a big way of busmess in ' the’
jarrah -trade. . ! ’

Mr. Pllkmgton' That was not done until
the session ‘was over, .

Hon, P..COLLIER: . That is what I am
complaining- about. . If the.matter had ‘been
hrought before the House, I should have en-.
{dorsed .the -purchase, as it would have been my.
pollcy to do so. 1 complain of these increases:
in raﬂway freights -and tramway fares; and
of this purchasing of Btate trading eoncerns,
because this was-all done behind the back- of
Parliament. Tt was not so bad to increase
railway freights, beeanse the Government were
supported in their acticn by the Govérnment
Railways Aect, but where had- ‘they any. power
or authority to Bpend £84,000 on this ]arrah
concession?

Mr. Pickering: Was fiob the property unds;:r
offer to other people for about £60,000%

Mr. Munsie:’ They refuaed to g'ra.nt " tlie
sale.
Mr. Wilson: “"You do not knnw what you

are talking about. .

Hon. P. COLLIER:
nothing abont that, and amr not. eomplammg
about the merits of the deal,

Mr, Wilson:
ernment ever made. .

Hon, P. COLLIER: It was made belnnd
the back of Parliament and without the au-
thority of this House The Government spent
the public funds in the purchase of State
trading concerns,. which it was their polmy,
on coming into office, to dispose’ of.

Mr, Wilson: . Was not the price £65,00%"

Hon. P. COLLIEB . They proposed fo dis-
pose of the karri mills’ They failed to make
a serious effort in that direetion, and said

they would now la,unch out, in the jarrah .

trade.
The Premier:

osit. .
P Hon. P, GOLLIER The man whose en-

thusiasm earried this deal through was no lesa
a person than the Minister for Works.

The Premier: As a matter of fact, we had
full authonty ‘We have a very good expliana-
tion. o Lt

'We were a_.fmic'( of our de—

. Persunalrly, I know -

It was the best-deal tha Gov— -

Hon, P. COLLIER: T hope it will satisfy
the Premier ’s snpporters, and ‘those Won: mem-
bers who are opposed to State trading. They-
have said that the ruin of Western Australia

The State Steamship -i8 partly:due to enterprises of this deserip-

‘tion. I even heard the Premier say that State
enterpiiscs: were' driving -away investment# of

- private eapital,

The Premier: And I say it aga:m, too.

Hon, P. COLLIER: And now he is going
along the road towards his goal, and adding
to the Btate trading coneerns in the direction
I hive shown. He has even started trawling
for fish in the South-West. ..

The Premier: You approved of that on-
the Estimates,

Hon. T, Walker: True, but it waa not your
poliey. Therein lies the hypoerigy.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are mnot sailin
under false colours.. The.party to which, the”
Government betong obtained  their “lease, of .
office on the grownd ihat they were gomg to
dispose of these State trading comeerns, . .

Mr, Davies: They have lived and learned.

Hon, P. COLIYER: They, have been sail-;
ing under false ecolours, In the City to-day
there has been discussed by & gathering of
growers a subjject which conecerns, not only
the wheat growers of the State, but the whole
of the people.. I refer to the question of the
disposal of our surplus wheat, and as to.-
whether a contract has been ma.de by the Gov-
ernment or & representative of the Govem-‘
ment, for the sale of our wheat at a price
very eonsiderably ‘below the London parity.

Mr. O’Loghlen. The ecouference has car-
ried a vote of thanks to the three offenders
and whitewashed® them all.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T did not know that,
The fact remains that a contraect, as far as a
eontract can be -made, was completed by the
Minister -for Education.

The Premier: You know more than I do.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I do not know more
than the-Premier knows.

Mr Maley: He denied it this afterncon.

Hon. P; COLLIER: Then there can be no
truth in the statement. T know the Minister
for Education, and 1f he demes it, that is the
end of-it. -

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt is time the Premier
made z'statement upon the point.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Yes,

The Preiniér: When I kiow a little more
about ‘it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The matter has been
dr’opped in the most mysierious manner. The
executive of the Farmers’ ard Settlers! As-
sociation censored the whole of the corres-
pondence. They: told Mr. McGibbon and others
" concderned in the matier that the correspond-
ence had to cease until the conferenee had
eonsidered the question. Aceording to the
evidence published by Mr. MCGlbeIl that
contract was made by the Minister for Edu-
cation when. . he attended the.conferenee in
Melbourne in January last. .

Mr. Maley: You ought to be 1ahsﬁed mth
the contraect.
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Mr. O'Loghlen: We should dike- to k‘nom
more about it. v

-Houn. P, COLLIER I do not gee why .

Mr. Maley: The people are get.tmg breac‘l
ab a-loss of 7a. 6d. to the farmer..

Hon. P. COLLIER.. It.tdqes,anqt. aﬁe@t.
this State, but affects the people.of - New.
Bouth Wales and Queensland. The jprice of
wheat is ﬁxeé!. I do pot.ses why I should
be pleased that the farmers’ of ‘Western Angs.
{ralia are conipelleq. to, sell theu' wheat at a
low price in order that t,ﬁe pu"bl], “of Vew
South Wales and Queepsland widy l;eu. th,e‘,
benefit. The Parlidment of (this. Bta e is
goneerned in the matter. We have a,ra.n~.
teed 2 certain price to the farmers for their
wheat.

Mr \c[a.ley.
ante

Hon. P, COLLIER- The fa,:rmers were
guarantedd by, Parhament

"It was a very npbu‘lous gun.r—

Mri'Maley: A guarantee ‘of '34. with an
extra ‘Ie. latér of,
Hoil.,"P. "COLLIER: They were gua.ralgx-

todd up to 5s: peér -bushel.” Tt may Seem’ @ .
small a.mount How,, when whea.t is, brmgmg
frém 1%s! to 14s. 3 bnshel, ‘but, it was s sub-
stantial amount when wheat wid 'fetéhmg’ s
& bushel,

Mr. ‘Maley: The gua.rantee dld not cover
the cost of’ proftuction.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It was a guaraniee

of twice the amount the ‘farmers could ha.\re ’

got for their wheat.
Mr. Msaley: That is not so. ’
Hon. P. COLLIER: 'The cost of produc-
tion does not enter into the matter., The'
guarantee was & substantial one at the time.
Mr. Nairn: And l;hey were fplbased to ge‘t

Hon, P, GOILIER- ' Ha.d *it not ’beenl‘for
the guarantee of Parliament,-I venturg- to
say there would not have been half the sur-
plus wheat available for the high-price that
there is to-day. Farmera Wwould «not. have
placed under cultivation .theacreage which
was cultivated, and there'twoulc} ‘not  thus

it.

have been the surplus for export, but-for the -

guarantée. by Parliament of, 5s. per bushel.
I am surprisad at the hon, member, because
he must know perfeetly well that- a.t the time
the guarantee was given it was of substan-
tial benefit to the country, and a3 I have gaid
it was by virtue of that’ piarantee’ that ‘s
larger area was placed under cmtwahon, e,

pulting in a surplus to the wheat growers tp- '

day of 10 or 20 million bushels for which
they have obtained = high piice.

Mr. Ma]ey How rapidly that area chm-
iniskes under the guaranted,
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
#ill have to diminish, too.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The ares has. not
limirished sinee the guarantee was given, In
the first two years of the war there was.no
yuarantee and the aréa under cultivation fel.l
to the estent of 500 000 or 600,000 acres.
Now- I .suppese it wﬂl be greater this yea,r
han. in any year of our hlstory.

The Premier: No. -

The interjections

. up to our best year.
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-Hon. P. COLLIER: Then it will be close
It seems {0 me some
hon. members who represent the farmers, or
say that they represent the farmers, are never
satigfied no matter what the copntry .does for
them, . I am gurprised :that the member for
Greenough {Mr: ‘Maley) hagnot’a feeling of
gratitude, to-- the peaple who.. endorge, the
aetion. taken by the Howss i giving a, guar-
antge at the time it was so, ba(’ll),r nepded. I
notice that the Governmen} $ake credit—and
thig'is 2 matter on which there has been some
agtivitys—for,the. nvdinber .of yeturned soldiers
who ha\e been. settled. on the land. Accord-
ing to the Governor’s, Speech $,000 have al-
ready . bgen sety.le.d on the’ ls.ml whilst the

numl}er of app_hcatxons rem;wed t.otalled.,

5,000, .I, wopld h,ka the Pre:mer to place a
tahula. e(f sta.temenb on the ta,biq of the House
for ' the information of meifibers and tha
country as well, showing the number of es-
tates that have been purchased the area of
the properties, the Jprice paid per dcre, the
nwmber of - holdings into’ which ! the estates
have beer! subdivided and the mumber-that
have 'heeh ‘taken up and still remain to be
taken up. -Tt.i§ misledding in'a way to say
that3,000 soldiers have ‘been settled on -the
land, it is misleading in this way, that the
average man might concluode. from 'that that
wé have’secured - 3,000 additional settlers.

The Premier:- Every‘body knows we have
not. - ”

Hon. P. COLLIRR: The fact is that we

- have not added nea,rly 80 many to the total

number of producers from the land as we
should like to have seen added. A great num-
ber of thaese 3,000 soldiers were wmen who
rep]aced other. fa.rmers S e oo

The Premier: One-balf it least .

‘Hon: P. COLLIER: Whilst we are pleased
to see soldiers settled in g permanent way on
the land, this kind of settlement is not good
for the State, becavse in many of -these in-
stances it mbans.that an expermnded ‘farmer
has-been:; bowght+ out’and+*in: bis place an in-
experienced returned soldier 'has taken up the
property: - In.some instanées:I suppose the
farmers who have gone off the land have been
men: who haye had 10, 15 or 20 years’ ex-

* perience :of farming in a partieular district.

It-would -be much-better if the Government
secured land for-these men w0 that they. could
become. - additional settlers’ -.and.r not gettlera
who replaced others. - -
Mr: Johnston: Gensrallyu spea.kmg, the
experienced men_ make. another .start, -
Hon. P, COLLlER' When ‘a.man sells out

- one’ farm and makes a start somewhere -else it
means that.the mdueement bas ‘been that be.

has secured a price for his- land which he

considers, to put it mildly, satisfactory.

a ]?,{L Johnston: He starts agsin out of
e
Hon. P. GOLLTER "There "are many

reagons why' thiey séil out. ‘Tn some of the

districts I have visited there 'seems to be a

desiré on the ‘part of our farmers,. which is

not- altogether ,a good’ omen, to -sell their
farms to the Repatriation Department for.
soldier settlement. .1 do not kuow, the rea-_

i
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son for it. Whether it be that they are sat-- ..
experience or the pros-
the faect remains that a
willing to do that. 1 hope
*make .available the infor-.

isfied with their past
peets for the future,

large number are
the Premier. will

" . [ABSEMBLY.}

mation 1 haye asked for. It will be inter-
esting, Bound up with the question of
dier settlement .is that of immigration.
hope also that the Premer will outline, or

give some information

sol-

" the policy of the ‘Government, .and what has

been done to date with Teg
tion from the Old Country,

proposed 1o de i

n the future.

such diffieulties in obtaining land for
goldiers, if it can only be secured by

chasing from those who are

ard to immigra-
and what if, ig
If we have
our
‘pur-
alteady settled

on the land, if there bhe no. mew country
available, I do not know where We.

grants who will

Clountry €ach year.

be coming from the

what the policy of the Government is

what they intend to do.
held in Melbourne recentl
that the State Governmen
grrangement with’ the Federal

-are

going to settle that large number of immi-

0o1d

T would like to know

and

At a econference
y, it was reported
ts had come to an
Government

on the subject of the whole question of im-

migration. I notice in the

Speech that the selection of immigrants
e hands of the State Gov-

be entirely in th
ernment.

. The Premier: That is 80.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It should be so.

we are to be responsible for finding land on

which to settle
ghould be in the

But that statemen
published report ©
took place recently.

Goverpor’s

will

If

_immigrants the selection
hands of the Government.

ani I only  know what appeared in
that the information which

Press. I take it

was published was in e

* The Premier:

{ﬁer the Premier

_or not. The repor 1
fime was devoted to the discussion in

t is not borne out by the
¢ the conference which
The Premier was there

the

very way correet.
We do not always accept

the newspapeT TepoTts.

! Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not know whe-

will ¢hallenge this report

mittee of the immigration proposals put
ward by Mr. Hughes, the ‘proposals being
that- the Clommonwealth should have full

control overseas,

and that the Agenta

gral of the sevoral States should form
suliative committees jn  London.
gepms to be very definite. The information

wag publighed in our

for-

Gen-
con-

loeal newspaper a8 &

report of the proceedings which took place
in Melbourne. Further on the report

phasises the point that
will consult with the St

time as to the

em-

the Commonwealth
ates from time to

nofnber of immigrants re-

quired. In both statements it is set
that- the Commonwealth only agree to

_ gult with the States.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The States will

- with the immigranfs w
Hon. P. COLLTER:
 T'have quotéd wis given to tthe
- "Prime Ministér.

- This ' also. appears—

out
con-

to the House as to’

t states that most of the
in Com-

hign they arrive here...
Phe ‘statement which
/Presa by the
£{Mr.

Mitchell interjected ‘This is a good offer

‘and should be aceepted,’’’ but the offer

which the Premier says, which shoyld be
accepted and which he did accept according:
to that. stza.temgnt,,mea.ns that the Common-
wealth will have full conirol overseas and.
will only consult the Agenis General.

Mr, Hudson: That means that the Com-
ménwealth will make a selection of the im--
migrants, . ’ :

Hon. P. COLLTER: It means that they

he've full control except that they will eon-

suli. Before I resume my seat I wish fo-
refer to the strike of civil servants which
took place recently. I say that the respon-
sibility for that strike rests mainly with
the Government. What led vp to the strike-
was initiated in Oectober last year by the
Minister for Railways, who sufgested the
appeintment of a board to deal with the.
eivil service grievances, and he told them:
that if they did not agree with it he would
talgce the matter into his own hands and ap-
point. the board himself. The civil serviee
agreed to the appointment of that board,
and from October last, right up to the time
the strike occurred, the Government do not
appear o have given any further considera-
tion to the request, and it war ouly on the
day before the members of " the service
consed work and afier the nltimatum had
been delivered to the Government that the
Premicr made a statement at all with re-
gard to the board. It would seem' that the
Government did not seriously comsider the
guestion of the appointment of tlie board
until s few days before the strike took
place, ]

The Premier: No, the Attorney General
went East to inquire into the matter.

Hon, F. COLLIER: I know.

The Premier: You said that we gave no
consideration to it

Hon, P. COLLIER: Some four or five

- months rearlier one of the Premier’s col-

lesignes wanted the service to agree to the

" hoard., Am I to infer that the Minister

for Mines was prepared to appoint the
board without having inguired into the maf-
1'.?1-? 1t was he who first brought the ques-
tion forward, and four or five months after-
wards we are told that the Attorney Gen-
eral went East to further inquire into the
matter. If the Government had agreed to
the appointment of the board when it was
first suggested, there is no doubt that the
members of the service would not have gone
on strike. They would have had an op-
Portunity in the intervening period of hav-
ing their grievances attended to by the
board. Of -course what happened may not
have justified direct action on the part of
the aservice, but the Government must accept
n share of the responsibility

The -Premier: As much as you like. -
. Hon. P..COLLIER: For their neglect to
take aetion. .. - .

The Premier: Tsook at. the file. :

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not need to look
at the file; the facts are as stated.
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'The Premiér: 'Where ‘did’ you get them?

‘Hon, P. COLLIER: T do mnot think ‘the

,Prermer WaB_very ‘well a.cqumnted with the

fucts right up fo the time the ‘atrike oc-
‘elirred, X do not thmk he took the matter
seuously

The Premrer I dld.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He was indifferent to
the requests of the service for the appoint.
ment of a board for aix or seven months.

The Premier: No.” You appointed the
board years ago, and dmhed them. We' did
not appoint the boaid,

, Hon, P. COLLIER: The hon. gentleman is
most reckless in his statements. The biard
was appointed- by a Government of which
he was a member, in 1911.

The Premier: 1% was appointed in 1912,

Hon. P. COLLI'ER ‘No. It.was appointed
in 1911 by .thé Government of which 'I:he
p,resent Premier was a member,

The. Pramier: No. It was appointed by-.a
statute of .1911, '

Hon. P. COLLIBER: I thought the hon, -
gentleman was Teferting to the -reclassifica- -

tion board. I should like to-lnow, too, what
the Government propose to do; Apparently
they have some policy :which has been com-

municated to members of their party in -

caucus, and the terms of which are not yet
known to the public. During the strike the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) wrote a
letter to the “‘West Australian,”’ in the
course of which he said that the Gr)vernment
had given certain pledges or promises to the
sparty which he, the member for Sussex, felt
sure would be carried out.
pledges or promiges ocught to be made known.
The hon, member’s letter states— .
I venture to think ‘that the Country
" party, in arriving at its decision-to support
the Government in its maintenance of com-

stitutional aunthority, did so mainly because

it believes in governing the people through
Parliament. Other reasons may have been
because it believes that the Government
will fulfil the promises it has made to the
National party, promises which shounld re-
sult in a considerable reduction in the
Publie. Service and an increage, in the
emoluments to the remaining, to represent
. in particular efficieney and the main factor

for advancement and increased remunera-

tion.
What are those promises?

to the National party as regards action they
are going to take in dealing with the Public

Bervice, especially in the settlement. of a.

strike, without making those promises known.
The letter of the member for Sussex- con-
tinnes—-
I am convinced that the Country party will
ingist on the Government fulfilling its
¢ pledges . . .

* this new gystem w:]l be inaugurated will be,

I think, entifely satisfactory to the general
conmmmty

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear.

I think :those .

I do not think
the Government are entitled to make promises.

- The méthods by which . - T
) QUESTION—NATIONALIST “‘WORKERS,
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* Hon."
pledges? :

Mr, Pickering: 'l‘hey are known to the gen-
eral public.

Hon. P. OOLLIER They are ‘not known:
to me. '

The Prenmiter: All that was sa:nd wag pub-
lished in the Press,

Hon. P. COLLIER: AN that was said at
the meeting of the party was not published
in the Press. The letter of the member for
Sussex refers to the pledges made at the
meeting of the National party, not to pledges
given’ to the Public Service, The hon. mem-
ber has said either too mueh or too little. I
hope he will take the opportunity of elaborat-
ing later on, and of letting w9 know what
those pledges were. He expresses the inten-
tion of keeping the Government up to its
pledges. In ‘any case it was. rather a re-
grettable incident, and I hope it will not
oceur again, The fact remaing that the lower -
paid ranks of the Pablie Service and the
school teacherd are entitled to generous con-
sideration, having regard to the cost of com-
moditiés at the present time. To me it does.
not seem eréditable thut there should be
gomething like 1,200 out of 1,400 school
teachers on less than £200 a year. Two hun-
dred pounds a year ia not a living wage to-

P COLLIER "What are those

. day; it is not a.\hvmg wage more especially

to those engaged' in the respousible task of
training the young people of this State. I
have nothing more to say, except to express
my thapks to hon. members for having lis-
tened to me with such patience.”

On motion by the Premler debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 920 - P,

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, 11th August, 1920.
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The PRESIDENT took - the Chair at 4.30°
p.m,, and read. prayers . w
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:v.1. COMPENSATION, -

Hon AT PANTO\T asked the ,Minjster-
for Edueation.” 1, What- wag t‘he tnta.l “eost:



